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Y good Friend, you are deſired to 
read this little book with great care 
and attention, You may read the firſt 
Inſtruction on Sunday, to as many Negtoes 
as will fit down with you to hear you. 
And do you and they think upon it eyery 
day in the week, and talk to each other 
about it. The better you grow yourſelf, 
and the more Negroes you teach their duty 
to God, the more happy you will be when 
you die. The next Sunday read the ſecond 
Inſtruction, and when you come to the end 
of the book, you muſt begin it again, and 
fo go on to your dying day, to read, or 
hear it read. And when you ſhall begin 


to be pleaſed with knowing your duty to 


God, you will be pleaſed with praying to 
him, and with ſaying the prayers at the 
end of this book ; and you will get them 


by heart as ſoon as you can. Begin with 


the Morning Prayer, and if you ſhould be 
called out before the day breaks, and you 
» have 
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Let 
have no light 1 in your cabin or room, you 
may ſay it to yourſelf as you walk along 
the path, and when you are at your work. 
You may ſay prayers in the night, for God 
ſees you in the dark, and will hear you. 
Next to reading and praying, you ſhould 
take delight to ſing good and religious 
ſongs, and none but ſuch. You will, as 
ſoon as you can, get by heart the ſongs at 
the end of this book, Begin with the 
Morning Song, and get one verſe, and 
more if y. you can, every week, and ſing them 
at your work and at home, to any tune, 
if it be grave, and if you try to, pleaſe 
God for the good of your ſoul. If you 
go on in this way, your taſk will be eaſy, 
the day you will think ſhort, and your 
mind will be chearful. The great God 
who made yov, will be your friend, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who redeemed you, 
will love you, and ſend the holy and good 
Spirit to protect you from the devil and all 
evil ſpirits, and to bring you out of all 
temptations to fin ; and when you die, the 
Lord Jeſus will receive your ſoul, and bring 
it before God, where you will be happy for 
ever; which that you may, is the dail 

prayer of him who ſends you this book. 
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7 HY are you ſo earneſt in perſuad- 
ing me to become a chriſtian? 

Miniſter. Becauſe I know for certain, 
that it is the only ſure way to keep you 


from miſery,” and to make you happy both 
here and hereafter. 


Neg. I will be very thankful, if you 


will be ſo kind as to explain to me what 
Fou ſay concerns me ſo very much. 


Min- 


= 
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Min. That IT will moſt freely do: for 


my heart's deſire is, that all perſons may 
have the ſame knowledge of God, and his 


will, as we chriſtians have; and beſides, 


by reaching you, I myſelf ſhall be a very 


great gainer. 


Neg. I do not underſtand what you 
mean by that. 


Min. I vill tell you then: The great 
God, whom we chriſtians worſhip, He 


who made the world and all things in it, 
and in whole hands our breath and life is, 


and who would have all his people to be 
happy, He has promiſed a very great re- 
ward to all ſuch as ſhall ſtrive to make 
him, and his glorious perfections, and his 
moſt gracious purpoſes, known unto men, 
efpecially to ſuch unhappy people as you 
poor Negroes, who know not for what end 
you were made, and ſent into this world; 

who know not what duties you owe to 
your Maker, nor on what conditions he 


will keep you from miſery, and make you 


for ever happy when you die. 
Neg. Be pleas'd then to tell me what 


you know more than we do, concerning 
the God-you worſhip; for we know and | 
believe, that there muſt. be ſome great 


ower above us, who made us, and does 
govern all N here below. 


Min. 
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Min. But we chriſtians know much more 
of that great power above, than you, in 
your preſent ſtate of ignorance can do. 
We were indeed once as ignorant of him, 
(and of our moſt unhappy condition on 


that account) as you now are ; but he has 


been ſo good as to make himſelf and his 
will known to us, to our very great com- 
fort and happineſs; and we cannot but 
defire that every one may be as happy as 
all true chriſtians are in knowing their 
Maker's will, and honouring him, as good 
people ought to do. 

Neg. May 1 aſk you one thing? Why 
did not that good Being, whom you call 


your God, Te all this known to us as 


well as to you ? 
| Min. I muſt tell you once for all, that 
we poor creatures ought not to expect, 
that the great God ſhould give us an ac- 
count of eve ery thing he has thought fit to 
do. It is enough for us to know for cer- 
tain, that he is good and juſt in every 
thing he does, or permits to be done, — 
And be aſſured, that, ſooner or later, 
every tongue mall confeſs, and every ſoul 
ſay, that God is juſt and good in all he 
does.—At preſent it concerns you much 
more to know what we chriſtians believe 
| 3 of 
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of God and his will, according to the ac- 


count which he himſelf hath given us. 


Neg. This, Sir, is what I now beg 


you to tel] me, 

Min. That I will moſt gladly do; for 
to know and believe in God is the founda- 
tion of all true religion, and of the happi- 
neſs of men. 

Firſt then, We know the God we ſerve 
to be the moſt perfect of all Beings; and 


that there is no other God beſide to be 


feared, loved, or worſhipped. 

That it is he who made the world; and 
that he preſerves, and governs, and orders 
all things by his great wiſdom and power, 

That amongſt other creatures he made 
man to be partaker of his happineſs; in 
order to which, he gave him reaſon, that 
he might underſtand, and adore, and obey 
his Maker. 

And that men might know him well, 
and love and fear him as they ought, he 
has given an account of his government 
of the world ever ſince he made It, —By 


which account it appears, —That he is 
Almighty,—and is able to do whatever he 
thinks fit: — That he is very wile, and 


good, and juſt; and can command no- 
thing but what is for our advantage; and 
will moſt ſurely reward good men .and 


women, 


—_— 
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women, and puniſh the wicked. We alſo 
know, that he is a moſt holy Being, and 
has ever been diſpleaſed with bad men. 
He is alſo moſt kind to thoſe, who, hav- 
ing offended him, are truly ſorry for it, 


and return to their duty: — He ſees and 


knows all the actions of men, whether 
good or bad; and even our very thoughts 


are known to him: — He not only knows 
things paſt and preſent, but even all things 


which ſhall ever happen hereafter :—And 
he is moſt faithful to his word, ſo that 
whatever he has promifed he will moſt 
ſurely make good; and whatever he has 
threatened, he will as ſurely execute, 

Neg. I think this account of the great 


and good God ſeems moſt agreeable to 
reaſon ; now you have put me upon con- 


ſidering it. | 

Min. But there are other very great 
truths which God has alſo in that account 
made known to us, and which our reaſon 
could never have clearly diſcovered ; ſuch 
as theſe that follow :—That there will be 
another life after this ;—and that the true 
happineſs or miſery of men will not be 


fully known till after they are dead. 


Neg. Till after they are dead, Sir! 
Why, do you chriſtians know what ſhall 
become of men after they are dead? 


B. 3. 1 


IF, — 
— — — 


8 An Ins TRUCTION Dial. 1. 


Min. Yes we do, and that moſt cer- 
tainly.— We know that this ſhort life is 
only a life or ſtate of trial, in order to 


mend our corrupt nature, that we may be 


fit for a much better world when we die; 
and be for ever happy there, if we behave 


ourlelves as we ſhould do, while we live 


here. For God has made known to us, 


That after death the ſouls of all good peo- 
ple go to a place of reſt, and peace, and 


happineſs ;—and the ſouls of wicked peo- 


ple to a place of ſorrow and miſery, there 


to remain till the end of this world, and 
the day of judgment. 

Neg. Pray, what do you mean by the 
end of the world, and by the day of judg- 
ment? 

Min. Why, God has told us, that this 
world ſhall have an end; — that then there 
will be a reſurrection of the dead, both of 
the juſt and unjuſt, both of good and bad 


men; that all who have ever lived ſhall 


then be railed to life, and give an account 
for whatever they have done in this 


world, whether good or evil: And that 


ſuch as have done good ſhall be made 
happy for ever ;—and ſuch as have done 
evil, that is, have led wicked lives, and 
have not repented in due time, ſhall be 
for ever miſerable. 
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Neg. Theſe indeed are truths which we 


know nothing of; and if they be really 
true, 1t certainly. concerns me, and every 
man living, to think of them in good 
earneſt, and to order his life accordingly. 
But ler me aſk you,—Do all you chrit- 
tians know theſe things, and believe them 


to be true? 


Min. It is at the peril of their ſouls if 
they do not.—But I know way you aſk 
that queſtion, and I promiſe to anſwer 
and ſatisfy you upon that head hereafter. 
In the mean time, it is your beſt and 
wiſeſt way to take care of yourſelf, in an 
affair of the higheſt importance to you; 
and not to neglect this opportunity, which 
God of his mercy and goodneſs gives you 
by me, of coming to the knowledge of 


your Maker, and of the duties you ove to 


him, to yourſelf, and to all others, lett 
they ſhould be hereafter for ever hid from 
you, to your eternal ruin and deſtruction. 
Neg. I hope I ſhall take your good ad- 
vice. But in the mean time will you give 
me leave to aſk you, —How did God make 
theſe things known unto you chriflians ? 
Min. That you ſhall know in due time; 
for you cannot know all things at once.— 
And theſe few truths only I have told you, 
at this time, that you may know and con- 
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fider what you have to do; that you may 
in good earneſt deſire to be further taught, 
and told how you may be for ever happy, 
(if it is not your own fault) and how you 
may avoid the danger and miſery which 
you and all men are expoſed to, who are 
not very ſeriouſly concerned for their own 
ſafety.— For once and again I muſt tell 
you, as certain as there is a God, that 
you and every man living ſhall be happy 
or miſerable when they die. We there- 


fore (knowing theſe thin gs, —and that we 


muſt all appear before the judgment-ſeat 


of God, and receive a ſentence according 


to what we have done in the body, whe- 
ther 1t be good or bad): We knowing 


theſe things, "endeavour to perſuade men 


to be afraid for theinſelves, and to live 


here io as to eſcape being miſerable here- 
after. 

What therefore I would recommend to 
you at preſent, (for I would not overbur- 
den your memory at once) is this, —That 


you would pray to God to give you an 


heart diſpoſed to hearken to the truth: 
for he has promiſed to enlighten the un- 
derſtanding, and open the hearts, of thoſe 
who humbly and devoutly pray to him for 
his direction and aſſiſtance. 

| Neg. 
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Neg. I hope I ſhall follow your advice; 
and 0 believe I ſhall hardly forget the 


things you have told me. 
Min. Farewel for the preſent ; ; and may 


| God keep you in this good diſpoſition, 
and give you a teachable temper | 


INSTRUCTION II. 
Of the Corruption of our Nature. 
NE ORO. 


AM come again, kind Sir, for your 
further inſtruction. Your laſt words 
have made me very thoughtful and uneaſy, 
when you told me with fo much earneſt- 
neſs, —That happineſs or mifery will be 
the certain portion of every 'one after 
death. | EP 
Min. I told you nothing but the ruth ; 
and | am not ſorry for your uneaſineſs ;— - 
ſince that may prove the greateſt bleſſing. 
of your life. 


Neg. I do not underſtand how that can 


pe. 


Bs Min. 
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Min. But this you can eaſily under- 


ſtand, — That they who are whole, and 


think themſelves in no danger, will not 
look out for help; but they that are ſick 
w1ll be glad of advice, and will be apt to 
follow it; when once you think that you 
are an ignorant, helpleſs, ſinful creature, 
incapable of either knowing or doing the 
will of your Maker, or of reconciling 
yourſelf to him, whenever you have of- 
tended him. 

Beſides, I muſt tell you another truth, 
That the more you are afraid for your- 
ſelf, the more will the great God be diſ- 
poſed to pity you, and to deliver you from 
the danger you are juſtly afraid of; and 


to enable you to attain the end for which 


you were made, and fent into the world. 
Neg. Will you be pleaſed to let me 
know why God made us, and ſent us into 
he world ? 

Min. God made man, that he might 
have a creature upon earth endued with 


. Treaſon, and capable of adoring his Maker, 


and of imitating his perfections; and fit 
to partake of his bounty and happineſs. 
Neg. Pray what is the happineſs you 


ſpeak of ? 


Min, It is the happineſs of going to a 
place of perfect knowledge, goodneſs, 
4 love, 
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love, joy, and peace, which is to laſt for 
ever. | 

As nothing is more deſirable than life, 
nothing ſhould more forcibly work upon 
human nature, than the hopes of everlaſt- 
ing life. 

Which life God himſelf has ſet forth to 
us by all ſuch things as we are moſt com- 
monly affected with: — As a crown, —a 
kingdom, — à treaſure, and inheritance 
undefiled, that fadeth not away; — and a— 
ſtate of everlaſting joy and pleaſure. 

Neg. If God deſigned men for this 
happineſs, how came they to forfeit their 
title to it? 

Min. They do it by being guilty of fin; 
that is,. by breaking the law which God 
has given them. 

Neg. Has God given us any law? 

Min. Yes, ſurely. —He has given you 
and all men reaſon, which 1s inſtead of a 
written law or rule, by which you ought 
to live, and may, in ſome meaſure, know 
what is good, and what is evil; —what will 
pleaſe, and what will diſpleaſe, an holy, 
juſt, and good God. 

. But it is too plain, that people 
do not always obſerve this rule or law. 

Min. It is ſo, and that is their fin, by 
which they diſpleaſe God, and debar them 

ES {elves 
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ſelves of his greater favours, and are in 
danger of being miſerable, even beyond 
what they can imagine. 

Neg. But 1s not this the caſe of many 
hears... as well as of us? 5 
Min. It is ſurely ſo, — and they muſt 
ſuffer ſeverely for it; God having given 
them plainer rules, and greater helps, to 
overcome and cure that corruption of na- 
ture, which 1s one great occaſion of all the 


wickedneſs which we ſee in the world. 


Neg. Pray what do you mean by the 
corruption of our nature ? 


Min. That I will tell you ;—and what 


your own reaſon and experience muſt ac- 


knowledge to be true, —By the corruption 
of nature we mean, a ſtrong inclination 
to evil, which we not only ſee and blame 


in other people, but very ſenſibly feel in 


ourſelves; that is, —ſomething within us, 
which oppoſeth our reaſon (and the other 
laws which God has given us); ſo that we 
are often tempted and prevailed upon, to 
do what our own judgment condemns us 
for, at the time of doing it. 

Neg. This indeed is too plainly the 
caſe. Men follow not their reaſon, but 
their paſſions, their inclinations, and their 
own perverſe wills; and which too often 
they have cauſe to repent of. : 

Mun, 
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Min. You cannot but have obſerved, 
that this inclination to evil is often ſo vio- 
lent, that men commit all iniquity with, 
greedineſs; and this is the occaſion of all 
the wickedneſs which we ſee and hear of; — 
all the cruelty, the oppreſſion, the pride, 
the injuſtice, the malice, the covetouſ 
neſs, the/ lewdneſs, the impurity, mur- 
ders, drunkenneſs, by which men diſho- 
nour their Maker and themſelves, and are 
a plague to others; inſomuch that it is 
found neceſſary to have ſevere laws made, 
even by men, to hinder wicked: people 
from hurting one another ;—of which laws 
there would be no occaſion, if reaſon had 
been ſufficient to govern men; which ſad 
experience fhews it is not there being 
too. many, whom no reaſon, no advice, 
no proſpect of danger, no hopes of happi- 
neſs, can keep from ruining themſelves 
and others. 

Neg. I confeſs there. is truth in what 
you fay.—Bur ſure this is not the caſe of 
all people. | 
Min. I muſt tell you,—that the wick- 
edneſs of others ſhews us plainly what all 
men are, by nature.—All men have the 
ſeeds. of evil within themſelves, which 
would ſpring up and appear upon every 
temptation, ibn not hindered by ſomething 


moe 
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more than their own reaſon ; and they that 


are not ſo wicked as others, may be thank- 
ful to a power above, who reſtrains them. 


—And your own heart and experience 


muſt tell you, that ſuch as are not ſo wick- 
ed as theſe we have been ſpeaking of, are 


forced to ſtrive hard againſt the tempta- 
tions they meet with, before they can fol- 
low what their reaſon tells them they ought 
to do or avoid ;—that they are but too 
often unwilling to follow the light or rea- 
ſon which God has given them; and too- 
too often make uſe of it only to hurt or 


' over-reach one another. — All which ſhews, 


that our nature is ſtrangely corrupt ;—ſo 
that no man can ſay he is free from — 
or not guilty before God. 
Neg. I muſt confeſs, indeed, there is 
truth in every thing you have told me. 
Min. Well then, let this truth ſink 


deep into your heart; for, without the- 
firm belief of this, you will never have. 


any true notion of the goodneſs, juſtice, 
or mercy of God to men; nor will you 
ever know the value of chriſtianity: 

Neg. But how man, the creature of ſo 
holy and good a God, ſhould come to 
have a nature ſo corrupt and. diſordered, 


and prone to evil his, _ ſur- 


priſes me. | | 
3 Min. 
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Min. Far be it from any man to imagine, 


that a good and holy God, who hateth 


ſin, ſhould be the cauſe of this corruption 


* 


of our nature, and of the evil it occaſions ! 
No, — He made man at firſt upright, 
holy, juſt and good, and capable of doing 
every thing that became a reafonable crea- 
ture; but how he fell into this wretched 
and diſtempered condition, you ſhall know 
in due time. Eh | 

Neg. But ſince fin and wickedneſs are 
diſpleaſing to God, why does he ſuffer ſin 
and ſinners to be in the world? 

Min. You do not conſider, that all men 
being ſinners, God muſt either ſuffer fin 
to be in the world, or deſtroy all che men, 
women, and children upon the face of the 
earth.—But when you come to know the 
chriſtian religion, and what God has done 
to cure this great diſorder of our nature, 
you will find, that God can take occaſion 
from the fins of men to ſhew the greatneſs 


of his mercy and compaſſion for ſinners; . 


—and you will have reaſon to admire and 
adore his wonderful wiſdom, and mercy, 
and goodneſs, to all ſuch as ſhall lay hold 


on his offers of grace,—as well as dread 


his juſt anger againſt ſuch as deſpiſe his 
mercy. OO | 
And 
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And this is one reaſon, that I have 


taken ſo much pains to convince you of 


the corruption of our nature, and of the 
danger we are in on this account, that you 
may have no eaſe in your mind, until you 
know how to be delivered from ſo ſad a 
bondage, and the fears which ought to 


attend it. 


There is another danger, which we are 
all expoſed to, and which you ought to- 
know ;—and that is, the power and malice. 
of evil ſpirits. 

Neg. What do you mean by evil - 
ſpirits ? 

Min. God has made known to vs, that 
there are creatures, both good and bad, 
which we call angels or ſpirits, and which 


are ever about us, though we do not fee 


them, they having no bodies, as we have. 
The good ſpirits are appointed by God, 
to ec care of his ſervants ;—and the 2 5. 8 
ſpirits are ſuch as have rebelled againſt. 
their Maker, and having utterly loft his - 
favour, ſtrive to tempt men to all manner 
of wickedneſs, that they may be as miſe- 
rable as themſelves.—And through their 
temptations the wickedneſs of the world 
was grown ſo great, —that God was pro- 
voked at one time to drown all the people 


of the earth, except one good man and 
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his houſhold ;—and at another time, to 
deſtroy ſeveral great towns with fire from 
heaven, for the wickedneſs of them that 
dwelt in them. 

Neg. Theſe, indeed, are reaſonable 
proofs of the power Which evil ſpirits may 
have over wicked men, and of the great 
danger we are in of being ruined by it. 

Min. But it is neceſſary, that you ſhould 
know theſe things; for whoever is not a 
worſhipper of the only true God, whom- 
chriſtians ſerve, is a ſlave to the evil 
ſpirits, and too often is a worſhipper of 
them, though he does not know 1t.— 
When you conſider theſe things, you will 
have reaſon to be concerned and afraid for 
yourſelf. 

Neg. And fo indeed I ſhall be, if this 
is our caſe. : 

Min. This is, in truth, the caſe of every 
one who 1s ignorant of the true God, and 
of the way by which he has revealed to 
fave his unhappy creatures from ruining: 
themſelves, and lofing that happineſs which 
4: has provided for ſuch as love and obey 

im. 

Neg. I do moſt och intreat you, 
that at your leiſure you would give me an 
account of the chriſtian religion, which 

vou 
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you ſay is the way whereby God has re- 
vealed to ſave all men from ruin. 

Min. That J will do, through the favour 
of God, the next time we meet: In the 
mean while remember—what I aſſure you 
off, —that this life is the time, in which 
you are to chuſe whether you will be 
happy or miſerable for ever; and that your 
happineſs or miſery will depend upon your 
embracing or rejecting the offer now made 
you, by the great God, of becoming a 
chriſtian. You ought, therefore -to pray 
to the great God, to enable you to lay 
hold of this opportunity of being happy. 
And I will not forget to pray for you, 
that God would enlighten your mind with 
ſaving truth, 


INSTRUCTION: BI. 


The Proofs of the Chriſtian Religion. 


NE GR O. 


1 AM come again, Sir, to trouble you 
ſooner, I believe, than you expected. 
— Lou ſaid, that it was good for me that 
1 was in fear for myſelf ; I cannot chuſe 

| but 
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but be ſo, ſince. you told me, That my 
happineſs or miſery will depend upon my 
embracing or rejecting the offer now made 
me of becoming a chriſtian, —I own I am 
not ſatisfied with my preſent condition ;— 

I am convinced by my reaſon, as well as 
by what you told me, that we were made 
to be an honour to the Being that made 
us, by living according to that light and 
reaſon which he hath given us.—For my 
own part, I fear I have not done fo; and 
if he ſhall be diſpleaſed with me, I know 
not.how to help myſelf, or make my mind 
eaſy. 

Min. Aſſure yourſelf, this is the caſe 
of every thoughtful perſon, who has no 
knowledge of chriſtianity. And therefore 
our great rand good Creator, in compaſſion, 
to thoſe unhappy men and women, who 
labour under ſuch doubts and fears, has 
graciouſly pointed out the way by which 
they may be freed from them, —and that 
is, by embracing the chriſtiar religion. 

Neg. What does the chriſtian religion 
propoſe to us, to cure us of thoſe fears ? 

Min. I will firſt tell you in ſhort, and 
afterwards explain myſelf more fully. —In 
the firſt place, —It will lead you to know 
the true God, the maker of the- world, 
and convince you of his great love for his 


unhappy 
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unhappy creatures, and of his earneſt en- 
deavours to keep them from ruining them- 
ſelves.—It ſhews us alſo how we- muſt 
anſwer the end for which God made us, 
and ſent us into the world. It ſets before 
us the dangers we are liable to, and teaches 
us the way to eſcape them.—lIt makes 
known to us thoſe laws by which God will 
Judge the world, that men may order their 
lives accordingly.—It gives us rules to 
make us happy when we die, and promiſes. 
all neceſſary aſſiſtance to obſerve thoſe 
rules.—It directs us how we may be re- 
ſtored to the favour of God, whenever we 
fhall have been ſo unhappy as to have of- 
fended him by our ſins, which we are but 
too apt to do. It aſſures us, That God 
18. a.bountiful rewarder of all ſuch as ſeek 
to pleaſe him. | | | 
Neg. This is, Sir, a moſt deſirable ac- 
count you have given me of the chriſtian 
religion,—-W1l you be pleaſed, as you 
promiſed, to explain theſe things more 
fully? | TY 
Min. You muſt know then, that we are 
called chriſtians, from profeſſing ourſelves 
to be the diſciples and followers of a moſt 
holy and divine perſon Jeſus Chriſt, who 
was ſent by him from heaven, to make 
| Bis 
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his will and gracious purpoſes known unto 
men. 

In order to this, he being a pure ſpirit, 
it was neceſſary, that he ſhould take a body 
like one of ours, that people might ſee 
him, and talk with him.—He therefore 
ſubmitted to be born of a woman, and he 
took the ſoul and body of a raan, and in 
that nature he lived among men, and 
made known to them the things which I 
have already told you. — Particularly, he 
gave them a clear knowledge of their 
Maker; and by his moſt perfect, innocent, 
and holy life, what a good creature man 
Was, when he was firſt made, before he 
fell into ſin, and became prone to evil, 
as he now is. 

He told them, that he came as a peace- 
maker betwixt God and his rebellious 
creatures, who by their diſobedience. had 
| loſt his favour, and the happineſs he had 
prepared for them. 

And in order to reconcile them to God, 
and to the duty and obedience which they 
owed- to him, he ſaid theſe words to 
them :— That all ſuch as became ſenſible 
of their faults and miſery, and were will- 
ing to give themſelves up to the Son of 
God as their Lord and Saviour, ſhould 
through his merits and mediation * 
a full 
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a full and free pardon for all their paſt of- 

fences, be reſtored again to his favour, 
and obtain that happineſs which they had 
loſt by their offences. | ; 

Neg. Theſe are indeed wonderful proofs 
of the great goodneſs of Gd. 

Min. But then you are to know, that 
all ſuch as deſpiſe this ſurpriſing goodneſs 
of God, are not only to be deprived of his 
favour, but are to be puniſhed with tor- 
ments great beyond all we can now 


imagine. For you muſt never forget what 


I told you before, and what Jeſus Chriſt 
has aſſured us of, That this ſhort life is 


only a paſſage to another, which is to laſt 


for ever; and where every man 1s to be 
rewarded or puniſhed according to his 
behaviour in this world. 

Neg. I have not forgot that.—But give 
me leave, Sir, to aſk you one queltion :— 
How are you chriſtians ſure,—that this 
oreat perſon was the Son of God, and 
came from him to tell us theſe things. 

Min. It is neceſſary, that every one, 
who intends to be a chriſtian, ſhould have 
the greateſt aſſurance of it; for on this 
truth the chriſtian religion is founded. 

You mult know-then, that this divine 
perſon, in order to give men all poſſible 
aſſurance, that he was what he declared 
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himſelf to be, performed before their eyes 
ſuch wonderful works, as ſhewed that in 
him dwelt all the fulneſs of the godhead 
bodily.— For example, — he healed all 
manner of ſickneſs and dileaſes with a 


word of his mouth. —-He gave ſight to 


ſuch as were born blind. To ſuch as were 
dumb and deaf, he gave the power of 
ſpeech and hearing;—and he made the 
lame to walk. He fed and ſatisfied the 
hunger of many thouſands of people more 
than once, with a few loaves and ſmall 
fiſhes, which they ſaw multiphed before 
their eyes, ſo that thouſands were at one 
time all eye-witneſſes of this miracle. He 
commanded the winds, the ſtorms, and 
the ſeas, and they obeyed his word. He 
raiſed to life thoſe that had for ſome time 
been dead. —He convinced thoſe with 
whom he converſed, that he knew the very 
thoughts of their hearts, which none but 


God can do. Laſtly, - the great God him- 


ſelf did more than once, by a voice from 


heaven, declare, That he was his beloved 
Son; and commanded, that as ſuch he 
ſhould be heard and obeyed. 

Neg. Indeed theſe are moſt ſure proofs, 
that this divine perſon was what he ſaid he 
was; and that whatever he taught muſt be 
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Min. But I have other things to tell 
you, in order to confirm your faith or be- 
lief in this divine perſon, and his meſſage. 


Amongſt many other things, which he 
foretold his followers, this ftrange thing 


was one ;—that notwithſtanding the won- 
derful works which he had done before 


their eyes, his enemies would put him to 


death; but that within three days he would 


riſe again to life. Accordingly, after they 
had treated him with all the evil uſage that 
ſpite and malice could invent, they did moſt 
barbarouſly murder and crucify him. And 
after three days he roſe again from the 
dead, and talked with his diſciples and fol- 
lowers, with not leſs than five hundred at 
one time, many of whom lived very long 


after, and bore witneſs of his reſurrection, 


and were put to death for it. 
Neg. I cannot forbear aſking you, Why 
did God ſuffer thoſe wicked men to mur- 


der one ſent by himſelf ? And I ſhould al- 


ſo be glad to know ſome more things re- 


lating to ſo divine, holy, and wonderful a 


perſon. 

Min. That you ſhall know hereafter. 
In the mean time, I muſt proceed to tell 
you, that after having converſed with his 
diſciples many weeks, and in the ſight of 
many of them, he aſcended into heaven. 

But 
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But before his departure from them, he 
0 promiſed them, that he and his Father 
would ſend another divine perſon, (not in 
the form or faſhion of a man) but as a 
pure ſpirit, to dwell in them, to guide and 
comfort, to inſpire them with all truths 
neceſſary to be known by them, and to 
enable them, for the confirmation of ſuch 
truths to others, to do all ſuch mighty 
works as he had done among them: ac- 
cording to which promiſe, ten days after 
he went up to heaven, that divine Spirit 
came down upon them after a moſt wonder 
ful manner, and enabled them to under- 
| ſtand and ſpeak all the languages of the 
then known world, to which they went 
in order to carry thoſe good tidings; 
whereby we, and many other nations, 
'} were brought out of error, ignorance, and 
| 2} darkneſs, into the clear light and true 
knowledge of God, and of his ſon Jeſus 
. 3 Chriſt, and of that holy Spirit, which 
. enabled them to preach this joyful doctrine 
co all the world: That Chriſt has made 
= our peace with God, if we ſubmit to be 
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: governed by him, and by his laws, and 
1 put our truſt in him. 5 
$ Neg. Well, Sir, you have given ſome 
f 3 eaſe to my mind.! believe, that what 


. this holy perſon ſaid muſt be certainly 
Fc: C true; 
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true; and I ſuppole all that know theſe 
thin s, are e 

in. Indeed they are not; and you 
Wn not wonder at it, when you conſider 
what it is that hinders people from being. 
chriſtians.— There are many who never 
think of their Maker, or what muſt be- 
come of them when they die. Many in- 


deed hear theſe things, but their affeQions 
are ſo ſet upon this world, its pleaſures 


and profits, that they do not lay them 
ſeriouſly to heart.—And too many are ſo 


fond of their own bad ways, to which 


they have been long accuſtomed, that 
they ſee not the truth of what is propoſed 
to them. —Beſides all this,—the apoſtles 
taught many things, which wicked peo- 
ple would not hear with patience: for 

example, — that murderers, drunkards, 
adulterers, oppreſſors, covetous perſons, 
the proud, malicious, and revengeful peo- 
ple, all lovers of pleaſures more than 
lovers of God,—that all ſuch who were 
guilty of thoſe things, muſt forſake them, 
in order to become chriſtians. | 
Neg. Well, Sir, lam convinced, that 
netwithſtanding the proofs of the truth of 
the chriſtian. religion, there might be 
people who would not become chriſtians. 
—Buc 1 ſhould be * thankful, if you 
would 
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would let me know, how the chriſtian 
religion did prevail at the time the apoſtles 
of Chriſt made it known to all nations? 
I Min. That you ſhall know, when you 
come again to me.—In the mean while, 
forget not to beg of God to give you an 
heart always diſpoſed to receive the truth. 


INSTRUCTION IV. 


The wonderful Succeſs of the Goſpel, when 
it was firſt preached to the World. 


NE ORO. 

; THEN I left you laſt, Sir, you. 
8 promiſed to let me know what fol- 

- lowed the deſcent or coming down of that 
n holy Spirit upon Chriſt's apoſtles; . and 

e FF How the chriſtian religion was received in 


, the world. 
Min. You muſt know then, that when 
at this happened, there were people out of 
all nations at Jeruſalem, the city to which 
they were come to worſhip the great God. 
8. Now when all theſe heard the apoſtles of 
dbu | @hrilt (who before that time knew no 
1d Z | DN language 
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language but their own) declaring the 
wonderful works of God, in the language 
of every nation then preſent, they were 


aſtoniſhed; and being convinced, that 


ſuch men muſt have been divinely in- 
ſpired, they therefore gave heed to them, 


while they declared God's moſt gracious 


purpoſes —of mercy, pardon, and happi- 
neſs, to all fuch as would obey the meſ- 
ſage he had fent to them by his Son; 


inſomuch that no leſs than three thouſand 


embraced the chriſtian religion that very 
clay, and five thouſand more, immediate- 
ly after; and theſe converts became ſo 
many. witneſſes of theſe wonderful things, 
to the ſeveral nations from whence the 

came thither to worſhip. After this, the 


apoſtles went into all nations, making 


known this joyful meſſage of God to men, 
that he would have all men to be ſaved, 
and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth, or the chriſtian faith; that he was 
ready 'to tbe reconciled to all ſuch as had 
offended him; and that he would make 
them happy for ever, if ' they would be 
perſuaded to forſake their evil ways, and 
be governed by ſuch rules as Jeſus Chriſt 
had given them. So that in all nations, 
all ſuch perſons as were truly concerned 
for themſelves, and diſpoſed to receive 
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the truth, became chriſtians; and very 
great was their number every where. 
And indeed Chriſt himſelf foretold it 
would be fo; though at that time it 
feemed the moſt unlikely thing in the 


world, that all nations ſhould receive a 
religion oppoſed by their rulers, upon the 


preaching of a few poor ſtrangers, who had 


no worldly power, riches, or learning, to- 


induce people to believe and follow them; 
and who at the ſame time required all 


men to forſake the cuſtoms and religion 


of their forefathers, to reſtrain their ap- 


petites, and govern their paſſions, to leave 


their wicked ways of living, and to lead 
fober, honeſt, and good lives, and to 


| ſuffer death, rather than deny the truths- 


they tald them: now does not the mira- 
culous ſucceſs they met with, in propagat- 
ing ſuch a religion, ſhew it to be the work. 
of ihe greae Gage _* DN 


Neg. Pray, Sir, what became of theſe. 


apoſtles after this ? 

Min. As they had taught all others to- 
ſuffer death, rather than deny the truths. 
which they had received from God by 


. Jeſus Chriſt, ſo they themſelves laid down 


their lives for thoſe truths they had preach-- 


ed. But before they ſuffered, they ap- 


pointect others to ſucceed them in publiſh- 
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ing theſe truths to all nations; by which 
chriſtianity has continued unto this day ; 
and we are aſſured by Chriſt himſelf, will 
continue unto the world's end. Anda 
very great change for the better has been 


made in all nations where it has been 


received. 55 | 
Neg. You will oblige me, if you will 

let me know in what the world is become 
better by this religion? 

Min. In the firſt place, they who then 
embraced the chriſtian religion profeſſed, 
that they were ſtrangers in this world, and 
therefore looked upon this life only as a 
journey to a much better, which they ex- 
pected after death. This made them 
content with any condition, which God 
Mould think fit to place them in. This 
kept them from being covetous, or over- 
much concerned for the things of this 


world; which too often makes men unjuſt 


and wicked. They believed, that if they 
were poor, or in miſery, God would make 
them ample amends in the next life, for 
what they had ſuffered in this. Their 
great rule given them by Chriſt was this, 
That they ſhould deal with all others, as 
they themſelves would deſire to be dealt 
with. This made them very juſt in all 
their actions, and careful not to wrong or 
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oppreſs any perſon. Stealing, cheating, 
and lying, were not ſo much as known 
among them. Their religion obliged 
them to be at peace with all men as much 
as poſſible. So that quarrels, and wars, 
a murders, they utterly abhorred. On 
the contrary; they were kind and com- 
paſſionate even to their enemies; never 


returning evil for evil. They had always 


a tender. compaſſion for fuch as were in 
want, or in miſery; clothing the naked, 


feeding the hungry, and lodging the 


ſtranger, according to their abifity. As 
to themſelves, they were very ſober, not 


given to gluttony or drunkenneſs, which 


they knew God would be highly diſ- 
pleaſed with. They were chaſte and 
modeſt, both men and women; all kept 
ſtrictly to their own wives and huſbands, 
as God had appointed, who had declared, 
that no adulterer or whoremonger muſt 
hope for heaven or happineſs. ' Laſtly, 
they ſuffered all manner 55 torments, and 


even death itſelf, rather than they would 


renounce the religion which they had em- 
braced, on a full conviction that it came 
from God. 
Neg. Indeed, Sir, this is a en won- 
derfuf account of thoſe who firſt profeſſed 
the chriſtian religion. One cannot ſurely 

C 4 - - 1magine, 
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imagine, that ſuch good men ſhould have 
any enemies, 


Min. But indeed they had, and very 
many ; for thoſe evil ſpirits, which I told 


you of before, tempted all forts of wicked 


people to deſtroy them, and their religion, 
if poſſible ; and would certainly have done 
it, but that the great and all-powerful 
God hindered it, and cauſed, that the 
more it was perſecuted, the more it in- 


creaſed. All fuch as had been brought 


up in any other religion, became their 


mortal enemies, eſpecially ſuch as wor- 
fipped idols, falſe Gods, or evil ſpirits, 
which the greateſt part of the world then 
did, and too many do to this day. Be- 


ſide theſe, men of wicked lives hated and 


perſecuted thoſe who profeſſed the chriſ- 
tian religion, becauſe they declared, that 
God would moſt ſurely call them to an 
account, and adjudge them to a miſery 
that would never end, if they did not 
forſake their ſins and lead better lives. 
On theſe, and on many other accounts, 
chriſtians were every where perſecuted, 
and vaſt numbers were molt barbarouſly 
murdered ; which grievous ſufferings they 


patiently endured, in a full aſſurance of a 


better life, which God, who cannot. de- 
ceive them, had promiſed. 


a 
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Neg. Pray, Sir, are chriſtians ſtill uſed* 


after ths cruel manner ? 


Min. No: For in time the kings andy 


' princes of the world became chriſtians ; 


and when they favoured and protected 
that religion, their ſubjects followed: their. 
example, though it was not always in or-» 
der to ſave their ſouls, but for other un-- 
worthy and worldly ends.—And it was 
then, that many began to call thernſelves- 
chriſtians, who in their hearts and lives: 
were far from being ſuch :—=By which 
chriſtianity became extremely corrupted, , 
and men outwardly profeſſed the chriſtian” 
religion, at the ſame time as they lived in 
thoſe ſins, which it forbids on- Pain of 
damnation. - | 

Notwithſtanding this, the chiiflan reli- 
gion, where it is truly profeſſed, is ſtil} 
the ſame; and is the only method of re- 
ſtoring men to the favour of God and 
bringing them to the happineſs which we 
all wiſh to enjoy: 

We have the fame juſt and holy God to 


worſhip, that thoſe firſt chriſtians had; a 


God who loveth the good and pious, and 
hateth the wicked; who will moſt furely 
call all men to an account, judge them 
according to their works, and reward or 


puniſh them as they have deſerved. —Sg 
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that every man, who has any concern for 


himſelf, and would eſcape the anger of an 


offended God, will not only be a chriſtian 
in name, but i in good earneſt will live as 


a true chriſtian ought. 


Neg. I molt heartily thank you, Sir, 
for this account you have given me of the 


chriſtian religion. Now one would hope, 


that if our people knew theſe things, they 
might be prevailed on to become chriſtians 


as Eaſily as thoſe nations were, who firſt 
embraced chriſtianity. 

Min. We may wiſh and pray for this; 
— but there are ſome reaſons, which you 
may know hereafter, that we fear may, for 
the preſent, hinder ſo general a converſion 
and bleſſing to your people; but a time 
will certainly come, when you will all know 


and worſhip the true God, the maker of 


heaven and earth, and his only Son, whom 
he has ordained to be the judge of the liv- 


ing and dead.—In the mean while, take 


you care for yourſelf, and beg of God, 
that you may not loſe the e. which is 


offered you at this time by me, one of his 
unworthy ſervants. 


Neg. I hope I ſhall do ſo, and ſhall not 


forgetwhat you have ſaid to meat this time. 


And I believe I ſhall very ſoon wait on 


you again for your further inſtruction. _ 
| 5 | 1 TSTRUC- 


Dial. 5. 


INSTRUCTION: V. 


An Account of the Fall of Man, and 
what followed thereupon, a b the Com- 
ing of CHRIST. | 


NzGRo. 


1 AM now come to mention to you one 


difficulty, which I beg you would ex- 
plain to me :—How man, the creature of 


an holy and good God, came to have ſuch 


a ſtrangely diſordered nature, and ſo prone 


to evil, as we all by ſad experience ſee 


and feel it to be? 
Min. I am obliged to do ſo; for with 
out the knowledge of this, you can have 


no true notions of the juſtice, and meters 


and goodneſs of God. 


What therefore he has made known to | 
us in the holy Scriptures, is: That after 
he had made this world, and all things in 


it, in ſix days, and chat he might Have 
creatures capable of praiſing him for his 
wonderful works, he made one man and 
one woman, called Adam and Eve, de- 
termining to make of one blood all nati- 


ons of men to dwell upon all the face of 
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the earth; all which are the offspring of 
that one man and woman.— He has alſo 


made known to us, that thefe two perſons 
were at firſt made after the likeneſs of their 
Creator, being endued with reaſon, and 


other heavenly gifts. We learn alſo, that 


theſe our firſt parents, being thus made 


perfect and good, and capable of living 


for ever, were placed in an happy ſtate 
called Paradiſe, with a promiſe of life and 


happineſs, as long as they continued obe- 
dient ta their Maker's commands.— Now 


theſe two perſons were in a ſtate of trial, 


as we all are this day, though in a man- 
ner quite different from ours: — For the 

coming out of their Maker's hands per- 
ſect, that is, endued with clear and ſtrong 
notions of their obligation to perform all 
the great duties of life, could not well be 
ſuppoſed to lie under any temptation of 


violating that chief part of their duty.— 


It was therefore neceſſary, that ſome other 
act of obedience, ſuitable to the place and 
circumſtances they were in, ſhould be re- 
quired of them, to prove what was in their 
hearts: and whether they would chuſe, 
under the moſt tempting offers, to break 
an expreſs commandment of God, their 
creator, preſerver, and governor, or not; 
even though the reaſon of ſuch a com- 


mandment 
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mandment was not made known unto 
them. -A command of this kind God was 


pleaſed to give them; at the ſame time 


enforcing their obedience to it, by threats 
of a moſt dreadful punifhment, if they 
ſhould ever tranſgreſs it. 

How long our firſt parents continued in 
their duty, we are no where told ; but at 


length, by yielding to the tempration of 


an evil ſpirit, and not regarding the com- 
mand of their Maker, they did fall from 


that happy condition they were in; and, 


by that moſt grievous crime, (for ſo it 
appears by the puniſhment a moſt righteous 
God inflicted on them for it) they highly 


diſpleaſed God, who left them to them- 


ſelves; and having loſt their innocence, 
and that image of God in which they were 
created, their nature became ſadly chang- 
ed for the worſe. —And the children which 
they afterwards begot, being born of ſin- 
ful parents, became, even like their pa- 
rents, diſobedient, and prone to evil, as 
you ſee they are at this day: all which 
theſe firſt parents of mankind brought 
upon themſelves and their poſterity. 

It was thus that fin, and evils of every 
kind, and death at laſt, entered into the 
world, as the juſt puniſhment of their dif- 
obedience to the commands of God ;—by 

which 
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which all right to his free promiſe of eter- 
nal life and happineſs was forfeited ad: 


loſt. 


Neg. This .is indeed a plain account 
how fin and wickedneſs entered into the 
world, and we ought to believe it to be a: 


Juſt account, fince God has made it known. 
to you. 


Min. As to the corruption of our na- 


ture, . and the fin that does ſo eaſily beſet 


us, your own experience will convince 


you of the truth of it. And no other ac- 
count can be given how it came into the 
world. And you will learn by what fol- 
lowed this act of diſobedience, how diſ- 


pleaſing to God it was, and the puniſh- 


ment it deſerved. 


Neg. Will you be ſo kind as to let me 
know what followed this ſad calamity ? 
Min. You will eaſily conceive how mi- 


ſerable the condition of theſe our firſt pa- 


rents was now become :—They knew that. 
they had failed in their duty to their 
Maker ;—their reaſon could not inform- 


them how to help themſelves ;—the loſs 


of their innocence, and of their Maker's 
favour,—their forfeiture of the happineſs 
they had enjoyed, — with their dreadful ap- 

Yrehenſions of that death which was threat-- 


cned ;—the ſenſe of theſe things would, 


moit 
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AF moſt certainly have broke their hearts, had 
$ not the goodneſs of God immediately in- 
Rk terpoſed to keep them from deſpair, —For 
3 though his perfect holineſs could not but 

| hate the ſin, yet his goodneſs inclined him 
to have compaſſion on the finner; and 


from thence he took occaſion to make 
known another of his moft glorious per- 
fections, his infinite mercy. 

Neg. I am molt defirous to hear how 

that was done. 

Min. Why, as a remedy for what had 
= been done amiſs, and could not be undone, 
their Maker was pleaſed to enter into a 
4 new covenant with them ;—ſo that neither 

they, nor any of their poſterity, ſhould, 
on account of their diſobedience, be ruin- 
ed, except it was purely their own fault. 

Neg. That was indeed a moſt kind of- 

fer of their offended Maker : Pray, g what 
was that covenant ? | 

Min. It was this — That on account 
of one, who would in due time fatisfy his 

divine juſtice for their offence, (and take 
vengeance on that evil ſpirit, that had 
tempted them to diſobey his command) 
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tain his pardon, when they ſnould do 


amiſs, as ſince their fall hoy would be 


but too apt to do. 
Neg. You will now be ſo kind as to jet 


me know what followed this promiſe of 


God to his ſinful creatures. 

Min. You muſt know then, —that ſome 
of their children and poſterity, keeping up 
a ſenſe of theſe things, and an expectation 
of this promiſe, lived in the fear of God. 

— But many others of them, through the 
corruption of their nature, became exceed- 
ing wicked: one of their own ſons mur- 
dered his brother; for which God, to 
keep others from committing ſuch horrid 


crimes, baniſhed him from his preſence, 


and he ſpent his days in miſery. 

Ar laſt, wickedneſs increaſed ſo much, 
and became ſo general, that God was pro- 
voked to deſtroy the whole race of men by 


a flood, (except one man, whoſe name was 


Noah, together with his little family) as 
J told to you before. 
By this good man, and his family, the 


whole earth was again filled with people, 


as it is this day.—And while his good in- 
ſtructions, and the memory of that dread- 
ful judgment laſted, men lived in the fear 


of God but too Don fell into wicked- 


neſs again;—And molt of theſe, loſing 
the 
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the knowledge of the true God, fell into 
idolatry, a fin which God principally ab- 


hors, as leading men into all other wick- 
edneſs. 


Neg. Pray, what is that ſin of idolatry, ; 


which God ſo hateth ? 


Min. It is the giving that honour and 
worſhip, which is only due to the true 


God, to his creatures, to the ſun and 
moon, and ta evil ſpirits, —and t to the 


images —— theſe. 
Notwithſtanding this,. God never left 


himſelf without witneſs; but gave con- 
tinual proofs of his hatred againſt wicked- 


neſs, and of his favour and protection of 


good men in all ages, and amongſt all 


nations, even to this day.— And thus it 
is, that calamities of all kinds are brought 


88 earth; that one nation makes war 


upon another; theſe being only inſtru- 


ments in the hands of God, and by his 


wiſe and juſt appointment, for the puniſn- 
ment of their ſins. | 

Neg. Pray, had any of theſe nations 
ever afterwards an opportunity of coming 
to the knowledge * the true God, and 
of the worſhip due to him? 


Min. Yes, indeed they had. For the 


holy ſcriptures inform us, that God made 
choice of a certain- perſon, whoſe name 


was 
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was Abraham, and called him and his 
family from the midſt of a nation given 
to idolatry ;—that to this man he made 


himſelf, and his glorious perfections, 
known; and for his « encouragement to go 


on in his duty, he-promiſed,—that from 


him in due time the Deliverer of the world 


from fin and death ſhould proceed, and 
that in the mean while he would. make 
his ' deſcendants a great and numerous 
people; all which was made good in a 
-moſt wonderful. manner. His poſteri- 
ty increaſed exceedingly; and wherever 


they travelled, they communicated the 


knowledge of the true God; and told men 
how he ought to be feared and worſhipped; 
fo that many nations might have known 


-theſe things, had it not been their own 


fault; - for God cauſed them often to 
wander, that they might make him known 
-amongſt men, and cure them of their 
wickedneſs and 1dolatry. | 
It was in the time of that good man, 
that God ſhewed his hatred of wickedneſs, 
and his diſpleaſure againſt great and bold 
ſinners, after a manner the moſt frightful 
and aſtoniſning. There were ſeveral great 
cities, the chief of which were Sodom and 
Gomorrah, the inhabitants of which, 
| — pride, fulneſs of bread, and mag 
idle- 
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idleneſs, fell into all manner of wicked- 


neſs; which provoked God to make them 
an example of his diſpleaſure againſt ſuch 
ſins— for he rained down fire and brim- 
ſtone upon them, and utterly deſtroyed 
both them, their towns, and their whole 
land, the dreadful marks of which are to 
be ſeen at this day.—At the ſame time, 


God, to ſhew his care for thoſe that feared 


him, ſent his angels, and delivered one 
good man, and his family, out of that 
fearful deſtruction, 

After this, the children of 7 
to whom the promiſe was made, multi- 
plied greatly; to whoſe poſterity God gave 
very good laws and directions, how they 
might live ſo as to pleaſe their Maker, 
and not hurt one another and did moſt 
wonderful things before their eyes, when 
he delivered them out of à moſt cruel 
bondage; to convince them, and all other 
nations, that ſhould hear of theſe things, 
that the idols, and evil ſpirits, which they 
worſhipped, were no Gods; and that there 
was no God, but the God of this people. 

Neg. Pray, what were the laws and 
directions that God gave this perle and 
nation? 

Min. The chief of them were theſe 
that follow That they ſhould neither 
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have nor worſhip any other God but him 
who had done ſuch wonders for them ;— 
That they fhould not make any viſible. 


image of him:—That they ſhould not 


profane his holy name: — That they ſhould. 


keep holy one day in ſeven, to preſerve 
the remembrance of him, and his works: 


That they ſhould love and honour their 
parents: That they ſhould love one ano- 


ther, as being all the creatures of a good' 
God ;—and neither hate nor murder any 
one :— That they ſhould not commit adul- 


tery, or be guilty of any lewdneſs :—That 


they ſhould not ſteal, or lye, or fwear, or 

bear falfe witnefs, or covet or ſet their 
hearts upon what was another man's.— 
And, remember what tell you :—The 


ſubſtance of theſe laws was given ſbon 


after the flood to Noah and his family, 
from whom all the white and black people 


nov ahve did come. 


Soon after God had given his people 
theſe laws, he fettled them, after a moſt 
wonderful manner, and in a fruitful 1ayd, 
which he had long before promiſed 
Abraham their great t forefather, and bleſſed 
them very much, while they obſerved his 


| laws.—But even theſe people, whom we 
now call Jews, through the corruption of 


nature, often tranſgreſſed his commands, 


and 
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and were as often puniſhed, and upon 


their repentance pardoned; till at laſt, 
they growing very wicked, he let their 
enemies deſtroy moſt of them, their towns, 
their land, and their place of worſhip ;. 
and they are at this day diſperſed over the 
face of the earth, without any ſure ſettle- 
ment. 7 

Now, a few years before this happen- 
ed, the time was come, when the great 
God was pleaſed to ſend into the world «i 
that perſon or prophet, whom he had pro- 5 
miſed to our firſt parents, and who had i 
engaged to make ſatisfaction to the divine 
juſtice, for their great offence.—But a 
particular account of this perſon and bleſ- 
ſing, will take up more time, than, I 
believe, you have to ſpare: I ſhall there- 
fore defer it till you come next to me. 
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_Jesvs CuRisT the Mediator and 


Saviour of the World, and the Head 
all Chriſtians. 


NEGRO. 


OU ſhewed me, Sir, when I waited 

on you laſt, how man came to fall 
from that happy condition in which he 
was created; and how he, and all his 
poſterity, became ſubject to ſin, to mi- 
ſery, and to death:—As alſo, how their 
Maker ſpared the lives of our firſt parents, 
although they had deſerved immediate' 
death, on account of one who had under- 
taken to ſatisfy the divine juſtice for their 
tranſgreſſion, and for the offences of all 
their poſterity, -upon the moſt merciful 
conditions.—And I left you with a moſt 
earneſt deſire of knowing more of that 
ſacred perſon, who was to come into the 
world for that end ;—and, as you ſaid to 


me, did come about that time, when 


God had, for their ſins, caſt off the Jews, 


whom he had ſo long, and ſo greatly, 
favoured 
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favoured and protected, above the nations 
of the world. a} 

3 _ Min. I told you before, that that per- 
ſon knowing into what a ſad condition 


＋ { thoſe two unhappy perſons had brought 


7 themſelves, and their poſterity, by their re- 

| belling againſt their Maker; —how dread- 
fully ſad their puniſhment would be, and 1 
of what a very great happineſs they would 
loſe; — he, by God's moſt gracious ap- iN 
| pointment, undertook to ſatisfy the di- 9 
d vine juſtice, by ſubmitting to ſuch ſuffer- {4 
1 ings as God was pleaſed to accept by way |. 
e of atonement for the ſins of men. 1 
8 Neg. Pray, Sir, how did Jeſus Chriſt 4 
do this ? 1 
r Min. As I told you before, he, out of 1 
5 love to his otherwiſe loſt creatures, took 1 
i the body of a man from a pure virgin, . 
- that he might be ſeen and talk with men, 1 
r and in their nature be capable of ſuffering ll. 
1 for the ſins of men. | li. 
1 Now, in that body, in the firſt place, i 
t he let mankind know God's great good- if 
t neſs, and his readineſs to forgive offend- if 
e ers, even the greateſt offenders, upon their if 
J repentance, and return to their duty; as 1 
* alſo, how they ought to live fo as to pleaſe 1 
1 God. — And by his moſt wife and holy 4 
A life, and doctrine, and example, he ſhew- 1 
d ed Wo 


the great God, to convince the world, that 
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ed what an excellent creature man was, 
before he loſt his innocence, and fell into 
a ſtate of ſin,—as alſo, how hateful to 
God fin muſt be, ſince fo divine a perſon, 
which, you will ſee hereafter, was the Son 
of the moſt high God, was obliged to 
come down from heaven, to ſatisfy God's 


juſtice, and to ſave men from the puniſh- 


ment they deſerved. 
After he had done this, enough to con- 
vince all well-diſpoſed people, that he was 


the Son of God, and ſent by him to de- 


clare his Father's will to men ;—after this, 
that, as Son of God, he might make full 
ſatisfaction to the divine juſtice, he wil- 


lingly laid down his own life, for his 


otherwiſe undone creatures. 

Neg. I begin now to underſtand what 
before I did not, why God would ſuffer 
his own Son to be put to death by wicked 
men; and why his Son would chuſe to be 
ſo dealt with, when he could have hinder- 
ed it: 1 ſuppoſe it was becauſe he had 
undertaken the cauſe of ſinners, and ſuf- 
fered death to make an atonement for 
them, and to ſatisfy the juſtice of his of- 
fended Father, who therefore ſuffered him 


to be put to death. 


Min. You underſtand it right.—And 
his 
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his juſtice was fatisfied by the death of 
this moſt worthy perſon, raiſed him from 
the dead, the third day after he had been 
crucified and buried ; by which he was, 
in the moſt convincing and powerful man- 
ner, declared to be the Son of God; of 


all which the Holy Scriptures give us a 


particular account, —and, for our comfort, 
declare, —that God had laid on him the 
iniquity of us all; that he taſted death 
for every man, that is, for every penitent 
ſinner, from the firſt man that was made, 
to the laſt that ſhall be born into the 
world ;—laſtly, that he has ſaved us by 
his blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation. 


Neg. It ſeems then, that we alſo have 


an intereſt and right in the bleſſings which 
he has purchaſed by his death. 

Min. Moſt certainly you have;—for ſo 
he hath ſaid, — that the Gentiles, ſuch as 
were ſtrangers to the true God, ſhould be 
fellow-heirs with his choſen people, and 
of the ſame body, and partakers of his 
promiſe in Chriſt. „ 

Neg. Pray, what is meant by the Gen- 
tiles being of the ſame body? 


Min. The meaning is this:. That you 


ſhould be of the ſame holy family with 
God's choſen people; and that as we are 
D the 
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the creatures of one and the ſame God, 
and children of one and the ſame father. — 
and redeemed by the ſame Saviour, you 
ſhould now be made members of the ſame 
body, or holy family, which is called the 
church of God, of which Jeſus Chriſt is 
the head and governor. 
Neg. I ſhould be very thankful, if you 
1 would explain that to me. 
1 Min. You muſt know then, — That after 
i the Son of God had by his death made an 
ll _ atonement for the ſins of mankind, he 
1 commanded his Apoſtles to offer the bleſ- 
ſings he had purchaſed unto all the na- 
tions of the earth, in order to take out of 
them a people for the glory of God ;—and 
to let al men know the merciful favours 
which the great God offered them by his 
Son, which were, —Repentance on men's 
5 part, and forgiveneſs of ſins on the part of 
| God ; and that this ſhould be preached in 
"if his name among all nations—And that all 
N ſuch as would receive him as their Re- 
9 | deemer and heavenly maſter, ſhould be 
0 | one family, called the church or body of 
1 Chriſt, becauſe he is the head of this body, 
ö and governor of this family, which is 
made up of all true believers in all nations 
of the world; that as he had redeemed 
them, he. might protect, and govern, and 


keep | 
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keep them in the way of life and happi- 
neſs ; and laſtly, that the great truths of 


chriſtianity, and the holy Scriptures, in 


which they are contained, might be pre- 
ſerved, being to be conſtantly read among 
them. „ 1 
Neg. But, good Sir, — how can people 
of ſo many diſtant nations, be one family ? 
Min. They are all of one family, as 
they all agree in one faith, —and profeſs 


to be governed by one law of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
E as they all engage to forſake the Devil, 


and all the ways of an evil world, and to 
worſhip the one and only true God ;—as 
they all profeſs to receive the holy Scrip- 
tures to be the only rule of both their 
faith and manners ;—as they all pray to 
one and the ſame God, in the name, and 
for the ſake, of the ſame mediator and 
advocate ;—as they are all received into 
the ſame family, by one and the ſame 
ordinance of baptiſm ; and are under the 
direction and influence of the ſame Holy 
Spirit ;—and as they all hope to meet to- 
gether in the kingdom of heaven. 

Neg. I think I underſtand you very 
well.—I ſhould be thankful therefore, if 
you would let me know what are the bleſ- 
lings of being a member of this family ? 

_ D 2 Min. 
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Min. The bleſſings are many and great, 
—ſuch as theſe following: Tou will be 
enabled to anſwer the end for which you 
were made and ſent into the world.—If 


you enter into this family with a ſincere 


purpoſe of living as a Chriſtian ought to 
do, all your paſt fins will be forgiven you; 


—and, if you afterwards fall into fin, (as 


you will be but too apt to do) you will have 
Jeſus Chriſt an advocate with his Father 
for your pardon, upon your repentance, 
and return to your duty. Beſide this, you 
will be under the ſpecial care and pro- 


tection of God ;—you will have the Mi- 


niſters of Chriſt to inſtruct you, and God's 
all-powerful Spirit to direct, ſupport and 
comfort you in all your diſtreſſes Lou 
will have an intereſt in all the prayers and 
bleſſings of that family throughout the 
world; every member of that family being 


| bound to ſeek the good of the whole body, 
to relieve the neceſlities of ſuch as are in 


want, or in miſeries, and to pray for each 
other. —Laſtly, you will have a moſt ſure 
title to eternal life and * after 
death. 

Neg. There is no man, ſure, who is 
in his right mind, but would deſire to 


be a member of this family, if he could 


hope to do what will be required of him 


as 


; 
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at, a a Chriſtian.— For, as I remember, you 
be told me, that a Chriſtian has many ene- 
ou mies and difficulties to ſtrive with. 
IFF = Min. That is true. But then take this 
ere moſt certain truth along with you, That 
to || a righteous and good God will not require 
du; any thing of his creatures, but what he 
(as will enable them to do, if they will but 
We do the beſt they can; every perſon, who 
her ſincerely purpoſes to become a chriſtian, 
ice, having a molt ſure promiſe of being aſſiſt- 
you ed by God's Holy Spirit to pleaſe his 
\rO- Maker, and to keep his commands. 
Mi- Bn And, foraſmuch as we muſt be made 
dds holy as ever we hope to be happy, it is 
1 this good and Holy Spirit, that muſt aſſiſt 
You to make us ſo:—W hich he doth, — by 
1 putting into our hearts good deſires and 
the purpoſes of pleaſing God, and a fear of 
eing offending him ;—by convincing us, that 


ody, 2 nothing is required of us, but what is 


ein abſolutely neceſſary for our good and hap- 
ach pineſs, —by helping our good endeavours, 
fore 8 and defending us againſt the malice and 
after power of evil ſpirits by fetting home 
A upon our hearts, the joys and happineſs 
o is hat are propoſed to us, and the dreadful. 
e to miſery which will be the portion of ſuch 
ould & 2s deſpiſe them: — All which that Holy 
him 333 Spirit 
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Spirit doth} perform in us by a ſure, tho” 
an inviſible power. 

Neg. How can we be ſure of this, fince 
you ſay he 1s not to be ſeen ? 

Min. Can you tee the wind ? 

Neg. No. 

Min. How can you be ſure there is ſuch 
a thing ? 

Neg. Becauſe I hear the ſound of it, 
and feel the force of it upon myſelf, 

Min. Are you ſure, that you have a 
ſoul or ſpirit within you, which governs all 
your actions ? 

Neg. I am ſure of that, becauſe I feel 
ſomething within me, ſometimes telling 
me I do right, and. ſometimes ſaying 1 
now do wrong, according as I do what is 
good or otherwiſe. 

Min. Yet you never ſaw that power ; 
you are ſure of it only by what you feel. 

Neg. Pray make that plain to me. 

Min. Do not you know a tree by the 
fruit it bears ?—Doth not a good tree bring 
forth good fruit ?=Doth not a corrupt 
tree bring forth bad fruit ?—Juſt ſo, when 


a good ſpirit governs any perſon, you ſee it 


plainly by his life and behaviour ;—as alſo, 
when you ſee any man lead an evil life, 
you may be ſure he is governed by an evil 
ſpirit, 


Neg. 
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Neg. I underſtand you very well: and 
would be thankful, if you would let me 
know what are the fruits by which I may 
know a good ſpirit from one that is evil? 

Min. The fure ſigns, that the "Holy 


Spirit of God governs any man, are theſe 


following fruits :—A love of God, and of 


men for his ſake ;— Living in peace, as 


much as we can, with all others; — For- 


giving thoſe that have injured us, as we 


hope to be forgiven our many offences 


againſt God; A readineſs to do good to 


all men and women, whether friends, re- 
lations, or even enemies; -A conſtant 


endeavour to mortify our corrupt affec- 


tions, our luſts, and evil deſires; — Being 
content with our condition; — Being 
humble, meek and temperate ;—theſe, and 
ſuch as theſe, are ſure ſigns, that a man is 


governed by the Holy Spirit of God. 


On the other hand,—The ſure ſigns of 
a man's not being governed by the good 
Spirit, are ſuch evil fruits as theſe follow- 
ing: adultery, fornication, idolatry, witch- 
craft, envy, hatred, and. malice; a diſ- 


poſition to revenge and murder, drunken- 


neſs, revellings, and ſuch ſins as theſe; — 


God having expreſly declared, that they 


who do ſuch things ſhall never be happy, 
but ſhall after death be ſhut up with thoſe 
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evil ſpirits, by whoſe wicked ſuggeſtions 
they had been ſeduced to commit them. 

Neg. One would think, that ſuch as 
know the dreadful puniſhment denounced 
againſt wickedneſs, would never perſiſt in 
it, but immediately endeavour to eſcape 
from ſo dangerous a condition. 

Min. They certainly would do ſo; — 
but having wilfully forſaken the ways of 


God, they have grieved the Holy Spirit, 


and forced him to depart from them, and 
to leave them to themſelves; — ſo that their 
hearts are hardened, and their minds are 
void of underſtanding. 
Neg. If I remember well, you told me, 
that all men are ſubject to ſin, even Chriſ- 


tians, as well as others, tho' they have 


received that Holy Spirit, for a principle 
of a new life. 


Min. I told you ſo, and I told nothing 


but the truth ; for ſo they are, until by 
that good ſpirit, they are made holy, which 


is not to be expected till we die, and go 
to heaven.—!I told you alſo another truth: 
That a Chriſtian is not one who has no 
failings ; —but he is one, who, by the 
power and favour of that Holy Spirit, 
watches and ſtrives againſt the corruption 


of his nature continually, lo as never to 
ive in any known lin whatever. 


Neg. 
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fore: And I am convinced of the truths- 


you have now explained to me. And I. 
muſt beg of you to let me know, what 
will be required of me in order to my 


being baptized, and made a member of 


that family, to Which you have convinced 
me ſo many bleſſings have been promiſed 
by the great God. 

Min. That I will very willingly do, the 


next time you come to me. And do you- 


forget not to beg of God—to give his 
bleſſing and ſucceſs to ſuch as deſire and: 


ſtrive to inſtruct you in the ways of lite: 


and happinels.. 


ENS TKR-AEECTTITON- YE 
TOR. an Abſtract of the former Ine 


Atructions. 


NE GR OE, 


Wrllngy do belong. 
D 4 Min. 


IN D Sir, I am come to put you 1 in 
mind of your promiſe to teach me, 
How I may be made a member of that 
family, to which you told me ſo many 


\ 
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Min. I would now do it, but upon 
ſecond thoughts J think it will be beſt for 
you, that I put you again in mind of the 
things you have already learned, that you 


may be able to anſwer every one who ſhall 


aſk you, —Why you chuſe to be a chriſ- 
tian ?— And that your faith being ſurely 
eſtabliſhed, you may be convinced, that 


it is your intereſt, as well as duty, to be 
a chriſtian; and that you may not here- 


after become a fcandal to that religion. 

Neg. I heartily thank you for fo kind 
a propoſal ; and I will hear you moſt wil- 
lingly. 

Min. You have ſaid, that you are ful- 
ly convinced, —that there is but one God 
of all the nations of the world; that white 
people and black people have but one 


God—who is, —moſt wile, powerful, holy, 


Juſt, and good — and who, after he had 
made the Ne and all things in it, by 
his great power, made man, and gave 
him reaſon, that he might have a creature 
on earth capable of Knowing and ſerving 


his Maker. 


Neg. I do moſt firmly believe all this. 
Min. How then do you think it comes 
to- paſs, that ſo many people who have 
realon, are ſo far from being an honour 
to that God, on whom they depend fe 
ife 
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life and breath, and all things which they 
enjoy or hope for, — that they neither fear, 
nor love, nor honour, nor are concerne 
to plcaſe him? | 
Neg. I have not, Sir, forgot the ac- 
count you gave me,—how this came to. 
paſs ;—izow the firſt parents of mankind 
came to fall from that happy temper and 
condition in which they were made, — by 
yielding to the temptation of an evil 
ſpirit, and breaking a ſtrict conmand, 
which their Maker had given them for a 
trial of their obedience :—And what a ſad 


change and diforder was thereby made in 
their nature, and in the world, infomuch. 


that both they, and their poſterity, which 
inherited their corrupt nature, became 
prone to evil, and ſubject to fin and death, 
and to all the forrows, miſeries, and af- 
flictions, which lead to death ;—and that 
this was the true occaſion of all the miſ- 


chiefs and wickedneſs which we ſee and 


* 


hear of in the world. bes 
Min. I am very glad you remember 


this ſo well —For, indeed, without the 


knowledge of this unhappy fall of man, 
and the corruption of our nature, which 
followed, you can never fully underſtand, 
nor truly value, the wiſdom, the juſtice, 
the mercy, and the goodneſs of God ; nor 
7 6 would 


I ; * 
** 1 png 
- A n * 


4 P I 42 4x e 7 
9 12 ** K * 
5 ere 
— 2 


* 


% 

Tz 

108 n * „ 
— 4 — * 


4 >. 5 >» C 2 > At 
* 77 7 n * * 7 7 3 . > 2 — — „ * 
” * 7 Pro — = = w 4 + 
1 * b * N - CHE oy * 1 S a 23 n er . * wr 8 2 — * £ I 7 ny = 
F K « p 4 Tp, aa A * 8 2 2 — P - ba = >, we 
Err eee ee 7 - 7 * * IS 0 ; "x. 60 3 —_— E © 2 7 
5 8 r : l 4X34 17 ＋ 2 L — 5 . p * JT * 7 
3 Xe; 5 7 — * — * * b * = 3 by - a 
F % a — $a , — B24 we we weary 


I 


Cad oanine 6 


M0 Ae. PR 
+ n 


65 An Ins TRUCTION Dial. 7. 


would the chriſtian religion appear to you 
ſo great a bleſſing as indeed it is. 

Neg. You will be ſo kind as to explain 
this to me a little more; that I may em- 


brace it with full ſatisfaction, and never 


forſake it. 


Min. You will remember what I told 
you before: That we know, and are aſ- 
ſured of this, by a writing which came 
from God, of which we have moſt un- 
doubted proofs, as you yourſelf have heard, 
and by which we are informed, how 
merciful God was in ſparing the lives of 
theſe our unhappy parents, which they 
had forfeited by their great offence, and 
for the ſake of his beloved Son, who un- 
dertook to ſee his juſtice fully ſatisfied, 
and to uſe all proper ways to make men 
know their faults, and bring them back 
to the duty they owe to their Maker. 

That in order to this, his Son, who is 
called Chriſt, and from whom we chriſtians 
have our name, came down from heaven 
to earth, and was made man, and talked 
with men, — and declared unto them, how 
that he was a peace-maker betwixt God 
and his ſinful creatures; — that he was the 
Son of the moſt high God - and a meſ- 
ſenger ſent from him to make his will 
en unto men and that God had 


committed 
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committed the government of all man- 


kind to him. | 

All which God himſelf confirmed by a 
voice from heaven.—And his Son, when 
on earth, convinced all who were dif- 
poſed to receive the truth, that theſe 


things were true, by his doing ſuch. won- 


derful works as none but God could do, 
by the holineſs of his life, by the moſt 
righteous laws which he gave unto. men; 
—and above all, by his riſing again from 
the dead, after he had, by wicked Hands, 
been murdered. 

Neg. All this I remember, and only 
deſire you will repeat the meſſage which 
this wonderful perſon brought from God 
to men. | 

Min. In the firſt place,, he made known 
to them,— that their happineſs or miſery 
would depend upon their good or bad be- 
haviour in this world: For that God had 


appointed a day in which he would judge 


the world moſt righteouſly,—reward the 
good, and puniſh the wicked :— That as 


his juſtice could not let fin go unpuniſh- 


ed,—ſo his goodneſs would not let his 
unhappy creatures be ruined, except they 
obſtinately refuſed to accept of the merci- 
ful terms propoſed to them, * 


AY ST" - <a. /_ Ac ———_ 
r 2% DR rgmer ever 


; : E — E 
I ĩ 
al ne 7 — — „ 


That 


— 


IFC 
— 
. 


—— Aw 


Wm An INSTAVETIDON Dial. 7, 


That therefore God had been pleaſed, 
for his ſake, to promiſe, — that all ſuch as 
ſhould be made ſenſible of their bad con- 
dition, and would return to the duty 
which they owe to their Maker, ſhall have 
all their paſt offences pardoned, ſhall be 
received into his favour again, and be 
made for ever happy with him: But that 
all who know this, and would not receive, 
and. thankfully comply with, ſ kind an 
offer, ſhall die in their ſins, be ſent to 


hell, and be ſhut up with the devil and all 


the tribe of wicked ſpirits. | 

Neg. Will you now, Sir, be ſo good 
as to ler me know the way which this 
wonderful perſon did make ule of to pre- 
vail with men to embrace this moſt kind 
meſſage of God to men ? 

Min. In the firſt place, he ſhewed them 
what great love God had for his unhappy 
creatures, who were wilfully going on in 
the way of ruin, without perceiving it. 
And that he was ſo good as to ſend his 
own Son from heayen to ſave them from 
deſtruction. 

He told them further, — That the fins 
of men were ſo many, and fo great, that 


no leis a ſatisfaction would be accepted 


for their pardon, than the death of his own 
Son; that therefore he had taken upon 
| himſelf 
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= himſelf the cauſe of ſinners, and put him- 1 
n ſelf in their place and ſtead. * 
ty And God, to ſhew men how well he 1 
ve Pass ſatisfied with his Son's ſufferings for i 
be the ſins of men, raiſed him from death, [: 
be and ſet him at his own right-hand ; where | 
55 ; he liveth for ever, to make interceſſion 4 
e, for all ſuch as come unto God by him. 
in Neg. All this I remember, and I can- + 
5 not but admire the great love of God and I” 
11 = Chriſt for ſuch unworthy creatures.— . 
Pray, have any other ways been taken of NF 
3 bringing men to know the duty they owe 0 
3 do their Maker, and of making them i 
. happy? * 
os Min. I hope you have not forgot what Mt 
| I told you, — That after Jeſus Chriſt went 4 
= up to heaven, he ſent down the Holy : 
y Ghoſt upon his Apoſtles in a moſt wonder- 
5 ful manner, who appointed that family 
el 1 which we call the Church of Chriſt, as 
_ the molt proper way of bringing men to 
_ 9 the knowledge of the true God, and of 
the duty they owe to him, to themſelyes, 
5 andi to all mankind. 9 
t 'Y For in that family he has appointed cer- if 
g | * ain perſons his miniſters, who are to 1 
n wuatch for the ſouls. of men, as they that 1 
ih 4 muſt give account of them to let them 4 
Ir 1 know what they mult do to be ſfayed ;— | 
1 to 1 
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to miniſter to men the means of grace and 
ſalvation ; to inſtruct the ignorant; to 
comfort and help the weak, Pand r iſe up 
them that fall; to offer up to God pray- 
ers and thanks for all men;—and; whe- 
ther white or black, to endeavour that all: 
men may attain- that happineſs, which: 


Jeſus Chriſt has purchaſed by his. moſt: 


b precious. blood. 


Neg. This I have not forgot: Nor 
what you told me further, — that foraſ- 
much as God had determined to judge 


mankind according to their behaviour in 
this life, he has given to chriſtians cer- 


tain laws and rules, by which they ſhall 
be judged to happineſs or miſery, at that 
great day; — and that theſe laws and rules 
are to be found in that book which you 
call the word of God, becauſe it was 
written by men appointed of God. May 
I: beg you to give me a ſhort account of 
that book? 

Min. In the firſt part of thoſe ſcriſ tures; , 
called the Old Teſtament, or. Bible, we 
have an account of the creation of the 
world, and of God's infinite power, wiſ- 
dom, juſtice and goodneſs in the govern- 
ment of it; — how in all ages he often pro- 


tected and bleſſed the good, and puniſh-. 
ed the wicked ;—1n. order to convince - 


men, 
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men, that he ſees and ordereth all things 
for his own glory, and the good of his 


creatures. 


In that part of the ſcriptures which we 
call the goſpel, - We have a particular ac- 
count of the life of Chriſt ; his moſt per- 
fect example; his molt holy precepts ;— 
ſome of—his numberleſs and wonderful 
miracles ;— how he was approved of God 
to be his Son, and the meſſenger of his 


will to men z—how he was by wicked 


hands crucified and ſlain: That he died, 
was buried, and roſe again the third day 
from the dead, — converſed with his fol- 
lowers, and in their fight went up into 
heaven; from whence he ſent down the 
Holy Ghoſt, who enabled them to ſpeak 
all manner of languages; that they might 
be able to teach all men theſe wonderful 
things, and to bring them to the know= 


ledge of the truth, that they might be 


ſaved ;- and laſtly, - how great numbers 


of all the then known world embraced the 


chriſtian religion z— that 1s, all ſuch as 


feared God, and were concerned to ſave - 


themſelves from that wicked generation, 
ſaw plainly, that the chriſtian religion was 
moſt agreeable to reaſon; and the bleſſings 
it propoſed to men, greater than all the 
world beſides could give them. 


Neg. 
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Neg. Will you be ſo good as to repeat 
again the chief of thoſe great truths, and 
the bleſſing you ſpeak of? 

Min. The truths which concern us to 
know are ſuch as theſe: —That our life 
here is only a ſtate of trial, and a paſſage 
to a life either of happineſs or miſery, 
which is to laſt for ever ;—that this hap- 
pineſs or miſery will be according to our 
good or bad lives; that ſuch as have led 
the beſt lives, have done many things diſ- 
pleaſing to an holy God ;—that the chriſ⸗ 


tian religion, and that only, has made 


known to us, how ſuch as have fallen un- 


der God's diſpleaſure may be reſtored to 


his favour, and have all their offences par- 
doned ;—and to live ſo as to be a bleſſing 
to themſelves and to others. 

In ſhort, — the chriſtian religion pro- 
poſes a remedy for all the evils we are 
ſubject to, which we either feel or fear ;— 
and is deſigned to reſtore men to that 
holy temper -which is neceſſary to fit them 
for heaven and happineſs ;—that is, to 
make them truly good, honeſt, kind, 
ſober, chaſte, and temperate, peaceable 
and uſeful in their generation.—And 1t 
will be their own fault, if they are not 
ſuch ;—for this religion affords them all 

the 


S 


Dial. 7. FOR THE NEGROEEsS. 67 


the encouragement and aſſiſtance, that they 


can demand or deſire. 


Neg. You have, Sir, fully convinced 


me of the great bleſſing of being a chriſ- 
tian; for which I heartily thank you. 

Min. Give God the thanks; 1t 1s he 
only can open your eyes, to ſee both your 
danger, and your intereſt, 

Neg. If I ſhall not be too troubleſome, 
I would only aſk you at preſent, what an- 
ſwer I ſhall give to ſuch of our people as 
ſhall- preſs me to tell chem, —Why I am 
reſolved to become a chriſtian ? 

Min. After what you have already learn- 
ed, you can tell them with truth, —that 
you found you wanted ſomething which 
you had not in yourſelf, to make your 
mind eaſy, and your condition fafe ;— that 


your own reaſon convinced you,—that 


ſuch a creature as man could not be made, 
and ſent into the world, only to eat and 


drink, and live and die, as the beaſts of 
the feld; that you had often wiſhed to 


Know for what end the great God made 
men; —what ſervice they owe him; — 

whether the way you were in was pleaſing 
or diſpleafing to him; and often wiſhed 


to know, what becomes of men after 


death. 
You 
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You can tell them, that none with 
wham you had talked, could give you 
any reaſonable ſatisfaction concerning theſe 
things, —until, meeting with ſober people 
among chriſtians, you have been con- 

vinced,—that you, and many other people 


and nations, had loſt the knowledge of 


the only true God, who made the world, 
and all things in it;—and that chriſtians 
have amongſt them a writing, which giv 
them a full and moſt worthy account of 
the great and good God,—how he made 
of one blood all the nations of the earth; 
what good and innocent creatures he 
made the firſt man and woman—and how 
they and their children came to be changed 
ſo much for the worſe, and ſubject to ſuch 
evil diſpoſitions, to ſo many miſeries and 
afflictions as now we ſee they are, By 
thoſe writings you can tell them, Chriſtians 
are told how wonderfully good and kind 
God will be to ſuch as dihgently ſeek him, 
and delire to pleaſe him ;—and that all 
who are not enemies to themſelves, may 
be as happy as their own hearts can wiſh. 
You can tell them,—T hat God has 
made known 1n theſe writings, what men 
ought to do, and what to avoid, if they 
hope to pleaſe their Maker and: their 
Lord ;—what great happineſs, they will 
deprive 
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deprive themſelves of, if they ſtrive not 
to know, and to do, his will ;—for that 
ſuch as obey his commands will, when 


they die, be happy for ever free from 


pain, from ſorrow, from cares, from op- 
preſſion, from ſickneſs, —and that all 
wicked and ungodly people will be con- 
demned to everlaſting torments with the 
devil and all wicked ſpirits. 

If they aſk you, —how Chriſtians can 
be aſſured, that theſe writings and truths 
came from God ?—you may tell them, — 
that if any man ſincerely deſires to know 
God's will, he ſhall find ſuch proofs as 
ſhall convince him, that theſe writings, 
and the doctrines they contain, are from 
God. Rn: 

If they tell you, that many Chriſtians 
live as if not one word of thoſe ſcriptures 
were true; you may tell them,—that all 
good Chriſtans are much concerned for 
the offence theſe give to you and to others : 
That indeed they are no true Chriſtians, 
but ſuch as being unwilling to forſake 
their ſins, and reſolved to follow their 
luſts without diſturbance,—ſtrive to forget 
the truths they have learned, becauſe the 
remembrance of them makes them un- 


eaſy ;—and being by a juſt judgment of 


God left to themſelves, they have at laſt 


loſt 
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loſt all ſenſe of the dreadful puniſhment 
which hangs over their heads: —that this 
falling away of Chriſtians from their holy 
religion, and turning the grace of God, 
which teaches them to deny all ungodli— 
neſs, and worldly luſts, into wantonneſs, 
is ſo far from being an objection to the 
truth of Chriſtianity, that it is an argu- 
ment for it ;—ſince this was foretold by 
the divinely inſpired penmen of the Holy 
Scriptures,—that there would be ſome, 
who would hold the truth in unrighteouſ- 
neſs,—and others that would draw back 
to perdition, and quite forſake the holy 
commandments. 

Neg. Kind Sir, your repetition of theſe 
things, for which I am moſt thankful, has 
confirmed me in my earneſt deſire to be- 
come a Chriſtian.—And I beſeech you, 


once more, to inſtruct me,—what will be 


required of me in order to be made a 
member of that family which you call the 
church of Chriſt. 

Min. That I will gladly do, when you 
come to me again. And may that good 
Spirit, which has put this good thought 
into your heart, keep you in this good 


_ diſpoſition !—And do not yourſelf forget 
to beg of God,—that he may perfect the 


good work which he has begun in you, 
I INSTRU C- 
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J BayTisM, and what is required | | 
8, . from thoſe who ſhall be Baptized, 1 


3 MINISTE R. 


ly 1 3 1 AM glad to ſee you here again ſo ſoon. li = 
5 'Tis a good ſign you are in earneſt, 1 
ſ— and fincerely dcfirous of becoming a 7 
k 4 chriſtian. 1 
ly Neg. Indeed, Sir, ſo J am. Vou have Þ 
1 convinced me, that it is for the good of i 
ſe A my foul to be a chriſtian, 1 
18s JF Main. I muſt not ſuffer you to be under 4 
2 Z ſuch a miſtake; it was not I alone that E. 
k could convince you; —it was the good 1 
e Spirit of God, who is always ready to en- 1 
| 115 hten the minds, and open the hearts, 9 
of ſuch as are in fear for themſelves, and FE 
would gladly know the will of God, and 
the way to pleaſe him.—I am only his 1 
meſſenger to you, and, I hope, for your 
everlaſting good. 
1 Neg. r hope ſo tod. Ad, thimalin 
t 1 am now come to be inſtructed, —How I I: 
e may be admitted into the family of 1 
A chriſtian people, | 
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Min. You muſt know then, that Chriſt, 
the Son of God, and the head and gover- 
nor of that family „has appointed two holy 
ordinances, which we call ſacraments, to 
be of perpetual uſe in his church, —as 
ſigns, ſeals and pledges of God's fulfilling 
his promiſes of bleſſing, upon our com- 
pliance with the rules of our duty; and 
by which he has determined to beſtow his 
favours and bleſſings on ſuch as are wor- 
thy of them: — The one is called Baptiſm, 
or the Waſhing of Regeneration, by which 
all that are well diſpoſed and qualified, 
are to be received into his church, which 
is the family of all chriſtian people through- 
out the world: The other ſacrament is 
called the Lord's Supper, and appoint- 
ed by Chriſt himſelf, as the way by which 
that family is to keep up the remembrance 
of what he has done and ſuffered to re- 
deem them from miſery. © 
Buy the ſacrament of Baptiſm, ted | IS 
graciouſly pleaſed to enter into covenant 
with his poor creatures, whereby he pro- 
miſes, on his part, to take them under 
his eſpecial protection, and to give them 
all that 1s neceſſary to fit them for heaven 
and happineſs, when they die; — and 


chriſtians, on their part, bind themſelves 


to 
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to become Chriſt's faithful ſervants unto 
their lives end. 

Neg. Sir, you often mention our be- 
ing God's ſervants, and ferving God: 


Does God want any ſervice that we can 


do him ? 


Min. No, truly: He ſtands in no need 


of our prayers, our praiſes, or our ſer- 
vices, —They cannot profit him: But 
he having given. us certain commands 
about our addreſſing ourſelves to him in 
adorations, ſupplications, and thankſgiv- 


| ings; when we obey theſe commands, 


(though purely for our own good.) He 
is graciouſly pleaſed to deem it ſervings 
honouring, and glorifying him, though 
in truth we only profit ourſelves hereby. 

Neg. You will be pleaſed to let me 
know when and how Chriſt appointed the 
ſacrament of baptiſm ? _ 

Min, Juſt before he left this wor id, he 
gave his apoſtles, who were his miniſters, 
this command :—Go ye, and make diſ- 
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 


and of the Holy Ghoſt ;—teaching them . 
to obſerve all things whatſoever 7 have 


commanded you. 
Now here are ſeveral things, which I 


would have you carefully to obſerve and 


E remember: 


Ln 


— 
TE 
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remember :—Firſt,—the very great neceſ- 
ſity of believing and receiving the meſſage 
which God ſent to the world by his Son: 
— Secondly,—the neceſſity of being join- 
ed to his church by baptiſm, when that 
bleſſing can be obtained :—Thirdly,—the 
dreadful condition of ſuch as obſtinately 
continue in their unbelief, when the goſ- 
pel is preached to them :—And laſtly, — 
obſerve the very ſtrict command of Chriſt 
to his miniſters, firſt to teach, but then 
to teach only, whatever he has command- 
ed; by which true miniſters of Chriſt are 
to be known from falſe teachers. 

Neg. How 1s baptiſm adminiſtered ? 

Min. By dipping the perſon under 
water, or pouring or ſprinkling water up- 
on him, at the ſame time ſaying theſe 
words; I baptize thee in the name of the 
r and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

Neg. What do you mean by being bap- 
tized in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt: 

Min. It is for men, who through the 
corruption of their nature are not fit to be 
called the children of God, to be by this 
waſhing of regeneration, and rene wing of 
'the Holy Ghoſt; born as it were again, 
made new creatures, and thus admitted 

Inte 


* 
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into a new covenant, on condition of their 
fincerely promiſing to believe and obey 
whatever is commanded in the goſpel of 
Chriſt, in the name of God the Father, 
who created them; of- God the Son, who 
redeemed them; and of God the Holy 
Ghoſt, who enlightens and ſanctifies them. 
Neg. Are all perſons capable of bap- 
tiſm ? | e 
Min. Ves: — Both infants and grown 
perſons. ET 

Neg. What is required of thoſe perſons, 
who are grown to years of diſcretion, in 
order to their baptilm ? 
Min. Faith and repentance; that is, 
to believe ſincerely all the doctrines of the 
goſpel, and to repent of all former fins. 


reſtore himſelf to the benefits of his bap- 
tiſm by a renewal of his repentance. 
Neg. But why are infants baptized, 


Min. Though they are not capable of 


being admitted into covenant with Gad, 
as the children of the Jews were, by the 


ciſion. 


Neg. But what if he fall again into ſin? 
Min. It is then neceſſary, that he ſnould 


who are not capable of theſe qualifications? 
faith and repentance, they are capable of 


eſpecial appointment of God, by circum- 


2 2 Neg. 
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Neg. What is meant by uſing water 
with ſuch as are baptized? 


Min. It is an outward ſign or token, 
ſignifying, and aſſuring us, from Chriſt 
himſelf, that as our bodies are made clean 
by water, ſo ſurely the fouls of all, who 
are true believers and penitents, being 
thus dedicated to God, are cleanſed from 


all paſt ſins, and are put into the way of 


ſalvation, by being admitted into the 
church of Chrift, and made members of 


his myſtical body, which is the bleſſed 
company of all faithful people. —And laſt- 


ly, we are, by the words uſed in this | 
ordinance, made to underſtand, how our | 
ſalvation is brought about; —thar is to } 
ſay,—by God the Father, who loved us, 


even after we had rebelled againſt him: — 


By his Son, who purchaſed ſalvation for | 
us :—And by the Holy Ghoſt, who ſancti- 


fieth us. 


Neg. Pray, Sir, explain this a little 


clearer and fuller to me. 


Min. You muſt know then, that—the 


waſhing, pouring or ſprinkling water, in 


the name of the Father, and of the Son, 


and of the Holy Ghoſt, confirms and ſeals || 


to the perſon thus baptized, the covenant 


of repentance, for the remiſſion of ſins, | 


of which covenant Chriſt is the ä 
or 
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for by him only we have acceſs to the 
Father. We are born in ſin, and liable to 
the diſpleaſure of our Maker; but, by 
embracing and complying with the terms 
of the goſpel, we become children of 
God, according to the new covenant ;— 


FOR THE NEGROES. —— 


and by outward ſenſible ſigns, or ſacra- 


ments, are confirmed in the hopes of 
eternal life, the free gift of God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord :—But then re- 


member, if you do not ſtrive to live in 


obedience to the commands of your hea- 
venly Father, it will be no profit to you 
at all to be called the child of God.— 
Laſtly, by baptiſm, you are admitted in- 
to the hope of everlaſting happineſs, and 
to a title to the inheritance of the ſaints, 
upon. your believing, embracing, and 
obeying, the gracious terms of the goſpel 
of the bleſſed Jeſus. - God will then treat 
you, as a father does the child he loves: 
He will, upon your hearty repentance,. 
and ſincere return to your duty, pity your 
infirmities, and forgive all your paſt of- 
fences, He will correct you in mercy, 


when you do what would hurt yourſelf ;. 


and will upon your prayers,. for the ſake 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, give you the grace 


of his all-powerful Spirit, to guide, aſſiſt, 
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your part muſt promiſe, firſt of all. 


truths and meſſage which God ſent unto 


not ſo eaſily performed as promiſed. 
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comfort and ſupport you in the way lead- 
ing to everlaſting life. 


Neg. Theſe are bleflings ſo very great, 
that I moſt earneſtly deſire to be inform- 
ed,—what 1s required of perſons in order 
to their being baptized ? | 

Min. After the promiſe of theſe bleſſings 
made by Chriſt, which he for his part will | 
molt ſurely keep and perform ;—you on 


To forſake the devil, and all his works, 

The world, and all Its evil ways and 
cuſtoms. 

And the fleſh, and all its ſinful luſts. 

And you muſt promiſe— 


That you will receive and believe the 


men by his Son, which are contained in 
the Holy Scriptures of the New Teſta- 
ment, and ſummed up in what we call 
the Apoſtles Creed, which you mult get 
by heart, and mind every thing there ſaid, 
And in the laſt place you muſt promiſe to 
keep God's ten commandments to your 
dying day, and you muſt get them by 
heart as ſoon as you can, 

And here, as on one hand I would not 
diſcourage you, ſo on the other I muſt 
tell you the truth, —that theſe things are 


of trial; 


Dial. 8. 


Neg. I fee I muſt give you the trouble 
of explaining yourſelf further: 1 ſhould be 
glad therefore to know what ſort of life 
is required of a perſon that is come to 
years of diſcretion, after he is baptized, 
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that I may not promiſe what I do not un- 


derſtand, nor undertake more than 1 am 
able to perform. 

Min. You remember, I hope, what 1 
have often told you, that this life is a ſtate 
that God having prepared the 
greateſt happineſs for ſuch as love, ho- 
nour, and obey him, - that he may make 
them fit for the reward he intends them, 
he hath determined to try their faith, their 
love, and their obedience, —Not that he 
is ignorant of their hearts, and their ſin- 
cerſty ;—but his deſign is by theſe trials 
to ſhew them to themſelves, and to hum- 
ble them, by ſeeing how much they muſt 
depend upon his grace and help;—and to 
ſhew the power "of his grace over the 
greateſt enemy of their fouls. —He has 
therefore permitted evil ſpirits to make 
this trial, by tempting men to the fins 
which they renounced at their baptiſm, 

Neg. I remember what you told me 
concerning the devil, and his evil ſpirits; 
that they were ſuch as rebelled againſt 
their Maker, and for that ſin were caſt out 
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of heaven; — that their evil nature leads 
them to tempt and draw men from the 
true God ;—and that God permits them 
to try the faith of chriſtians, and to exe- 
cute his judgments upon ſinners.— Beſides 
theſe enemies of our ſouls, I remember 
what you told me, and what I find true 
by experience, that we have an enemy 
within ourſelves, even our own corrupt 
nature, very prone to evil; and that we 
have alſo an evil world, and evil exam- 
ples, to lead us to forget, or to neglect 
God, and our own promiſe. 

Min. I am glad you' remember theſe 
things ſo well.—I muſt therefore now give 
you the neceſſary advice, which our Lord 
Chriſt has given to all ſuch as delign to 
become chriſtians ;—that 1s,—to do what 
all wiſe men will do, who have any thing 
of moment to undertake,—to ſit down and 
conſider, what it is to be a chriſtian ;— 
Leſt afterwards you expoſe yourſelf to 
ſhame, and diſgrace the religion you pro- 
feſs, as too many do. 

Neg. I heartily thank you, Sir, for this 
caution and advice;—and beg you will 
let me know the ſins I may be tempted 
to; and how I may oppoſe and avoid 


Min. 


falling into them. 
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Min. The ſins to which the devil and 
his evil ſpirits are moſt eagerly bent to 
tempt men, —are, firſt of all, to forſake 
the true and only God, to truſt in them 
ſelves, and to fear and worſhip other be- 
ings.— This is called idolatry, and pro- 
vokes God to give ſuch perſons up to a 
mind void of judgment to commit all 
iniquity with greedineſs.— This is the ſad 
caſe of all the nations of the world, who: 
worſhip not the true God. They are un- 
der the power of ſatan, his angels, and his 
agents; and ſo are you, until thro' the 
favour and mercy of God you are received 
into his church and family. 

Revenge and murder, that too often 
follows it, are ſatan's darling temptations; 
by which millions of ſouls have been ſent 
out of this world. This is what you muſt. 
reſolve againſt, as a ſin more eſpecially 


| hated of God.—-If you are injured or op- 


preſſed, you muſt leave your cauſe to God: 
—He, and he only, knows what puniſh- 
ment every injury and injuſtice require ; 
and will call offenders to an account in his 
own proper time.—lIt is true, revenge is 
ſweet, and tempting to our corrupt na- 
ture; but corrupt nature you muſt not 
follow, if you reſolve to be the ſervant of 


God, 
E 5 Another 
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Another ſin, which the devil tempts 
men, is lying :—He is the father of lies, 
and would have all men like himſelf ; be- 
cauſe he knows what God has declared, 
that ſuch as love and make lies, ſhall have 
no inheritance in his kingdom. This you 
will conſider and reſolve againſt, as you 
hope for the favour of God. 

Laſtly, You muſt know, — that the de- 
vil hath his agents in every place :—theſe 
are men of wicked lives, and wicked prin- 
ciples ; who make a mock of ſin;—who 
fear not to blaſpheme that God, who can 

deſtroy both body and foul in hell. Now 
the Spirit of God has aſſured us, that con- 
verſation with ſuch perſons will corrupt 
good manners. Here then will be your | 
trial ;,—and you oveht to conſider before- 
hand, whether the pleaſure of ſuch com- 
pany ſhall prevail with you to neglect the 
counſel of God; which is, to avoid them, 
as you would avoid your own deſtruction : 
—Or whether you will run the hazard of 
being ruined for ever, by talking with 

ſuch wicked perſons. | 
The next thing, which at your baptiſm 
you promile to renovince: is the world, 
and all its evil cuſtoms and manners ;— 
as allo, all the inf {ul Juſts of the fleſh, fo 
| that 
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that you will not follow nor be led by 


them. | 
Neg. I am afraid, Sir, that without 


your inſtructions I ſhall not underſtand 


this as I ought. 

Min. You will remember,—that this is 
not the world for which you were chiefly 
made ;—nor mult you look for any true 

and laſting happineſs here. Now you will 
meet with many things in the world, which 
will tempt you with an appearance and 


ſhew of happineſs; and if you are not re- 


ſolved to avoid them, they will turn your 
heart from the love of God, and the care 
of your tou}, 

Neg. You will be ſo kind as to let me 


know what theſe are. 


Min. The Spirit of God will tell you: 
— hey are the luſts of the fleſh; that 
is, —all ſinful, unchaſte, and impure plea- 
ſures, and whatever leads to ſuch ſins.— 
Secondly, — The luſt of the eyes; that 
is, —all finfvl and covetous deſires, and 
love of riches. And, thirdly, — The pride 
of life; — or an exceſſive value of them- 
ſelves, accompanied with an unrealonable 
deſire of the eſteem of the world. 

Neg. Pray let me know more particu- 
larly what are the luſts of the ficſh, which 
I am to reſolve againſt. 

5 Min. 
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Min. I will repeat to you the very words 
of God, that you may be convinced I do 
not tell you any thing but what will be ne- 
ceſſary to your ſalvation.—Now theſe 
works of the fleſh are manifeſt ;* that is, 
they may eaſily be known by any conſider- 
ing perſon, though never ſo unlearned, to 
be - diſpleaſing to a good and holy God.— 
Such ære adultery, whoredom, idolatry, 
witchcraft, drunkenneſs, hatred, malice, 
revenge, ſtrife, ſeditions, murders, revel - 
lings, ſtealing, ſwearing, and ſuch hke. — 
Now however tempting many of theſe ſins 
may be,—you muſt fit down, conſider, 
and refolve againſt them, or never hope 
for the favour of God. 

Neg. You will now let me know what 
1s meant by—the luſt of the eyes. 

Min. I told you before, that it 1s the 
eager and covetous deſire of riches. And 
that vou may be convinced how dangerous 
a fin this is, you ſhall hear what Chriſt him- 
ſelf has ſaid, —That it is very hard for rich 
men to be good chriſtians ;—becavſe they 
are ſo much expoſed to many evils and 


temptations ;—ſuch as theſe following: 


They that have riches are apt to love them 
too much,—to pur their truſt in them, and 
to forget their dependence upon God ;— 


and 
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and to make proviſion for the fleſh, to 
fulfil the luſts thereof. | 
Beſides all theſe,—wealth is often at- 


' tended with ſuch cares as choke the good 
ſeed ſown in the heart of men, that is, the 


holy deſires, and good reſolutions, which 
are wrought in men by the Spirit of God, 
ſo that this good feed becometh unfruir- 
ful. 

And though riches may be made uſe of 
to good purpoſes, yet it will require a 
more than ordinary grace of God ſo to uſe 
them ;—which extraordinary grace is ſel- 
dom aſked by, and therefore ſeldom given 
to, ſuch whoſe hearts are poſſeſſed "with 
the love of riches. 

Neg. One would conclude then,— that 


chriſtians ought not to deſire riches fo ca- i: 


gerly as generally they do ;—nor ought 
they who want them to think china 
unhappy, or not beloved by God. | 
Min. That is very true. And they who 
will not be convinced of theſe truths, by 
what God has declared in his word, will 
one day be convinced by ſad experience, 
when it may be too late to do them any 
ſervice. 
Neg. Well, Sir, I ſee ſufficient reaſon, 
why every one, who purpoſes to become 
a chriſtian, ſhould renounce the devil, and 
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all his works, —the vanities of the world, 
and the luſts of the fleſh.—I am alſo con- 
vinced of the great advantage thoſe will 
reap, who are able to overcome theſe dif- 
ficulties. But then I am diſcouraged ex- 
ceedingly, when I ſee ſo many, who have 
undertaken to be chriſtians upon theſe 
conditions, in a manner renounce that 
religion afterwards, —either finding it im- 
oflible to obſerve theſe conditions, or 
thinking that they are not fo very neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation, as you ſay they are. 
Min. Believe not this, becauſe of our 
ſaying fo only; but becauſe the God of 
truth and mercy hath fo ſail, who would 
have all men come to the knowledge of 


the truth, and requires nothing to be done 


or avoided by chriſtians, but what is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to their ſalvation ;—and 
which he will enable them to perform, if 
it is not plainly their own fault. 

As for ſuch as call themſelves chriſtians, 
but do not the things which Chrift has 
commanded, you muſt not judge of the 
chriſtian religion by them, but by your 
own ſenſe and want of a redeemer.— The 
chriſtians you ſpeak of have never truly 
conſidered the great danger they are in; 
—nor what the Son of God has declared : 
That it were better for them, that a 
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mill-ſtone was hanged about their necks, 
and they caſt into the ſea, than they ſhould 
be the occaſion of offence to well-diſpoſed 
people.—And indeed, none ſerve the de- 
ſigns of ſatan more than ſuch ſort of chriſ- 
tians ;—and who have no other choice, 
but a true and timely repentance, or ever- 
laſting miſery. And repentance, one 
would hope, they would chuſe, if they 
would conſider the great patience of God, 
which ought to fill their eyes with tears, 
and their hearts with that ſhame and ſor- 
row, which is the work of true repentance. 
Do but remember what I have told you 
before, that a true faith in God, and in 
his word, will enable you to overcome all 
the difficulties you can poſſibly meet with ; 
and when you come next, I will ihew you 
that Jeſus Chriſt has appointed an holy 
ordinance to be obſerved by ail chriftians, 
on purpoſe that they may always remem- 
ber the wonderful things he has done, and 
the great bleſſings he hath obtained for 
them :—particularly the ſacrifice of his 
death, and the benefits which we receive 
by it;—the pardon of our ſins, and the 
ſure and certain hope of everlaſting life. 
— When, therefore, you come again to 
me, I will explain this to you more fully 
NT than 
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than I can do at preſent, for want of 
time, 

Neg. You have faid enough, Sir, to 
make me return to you as ſoon as poſſibly 
I can. 


INSTRUCTION IX. 


The SACRAMENT of the LoRD's 
SUPPER explained. 


NEGR O. 


OUR promiſe, Sir, to explain to 
me an Holy Ordinance, which, you 
told me, all chriſtians are bound to ob- 
ſerve, and have obſerved for a continual 
remembrance of the ſacrifice of the death 
of Chriſt, ever ſince that ſacrifice was of- 
fered, this has brought me to you now, 


as ſoon as I could hope you would have 


time to inſtruct me. 
Min. I have now time to do it. Tou 


remember, I hope, what I have told you 


before ;—that there are two eſpecial Ordi- 
nances of the chriſtian religion, which we 
call Sacraments, appointed by Chriſt him- 

4 ſelf 
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ſelf as neceſſary means of ſalvation, when 


they may be regularly had.—Theſe are 


Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. — By 
baptiſm we are made chriſtians; at which 
time we enter into a covenant with God, 
—wherein, on our part, we promiſe, to 
believe in him, to fear, to love, and obey 
him all our days: - And God, on his 
part, receives us into his Family, which 
is his Church, and promiſeth to treat us 
as his Children, — to protect us, while we 
live, and, when we die, to make us 
happy, if we have behaved ourſelves as 
his Children ought to do; and thus we 
are made Chriſtians, or give ourſelves up 
unto Chriſt, | 

Neg. This I have not forgot. 

Min. But then, foraſmuch as this high 
favour hath been beſtowed upon Chriſtians, 
to be called and treated as the Children of 
God, not for any thing they have done to 
deſerve it, but for the ſake of what his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt hath done and ſuffered 
for them;—he hath appointed another 
ſacrament, which we call the Lord's Sup- 
per, in order to keep up the remembrance 
of what he hath done for us: His laying 
down his life for us to redeem us from the 
wrath of God, to purchaſe us to himſelf 
to be a people zealous of good works. 

Neg. 
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Neg. Why do you call this ſacrament 
by the name of the Lord's Supper ? 


Min. Becauſe our Lord Chriſt did ap- 


point this Ordinance at his laſt ſupper 
with his diſciples, the evening before he 
was crucified, to preſerve the memor y and 
the reaſons of his death ; the knowledge 
of which 1s the foundation of the chriſtian 


religion, and that on which the happineſs 


and ſalvation of all men doth depend, 

Neg. You will not wonder, if I am 
very deſirous to know all that is neceſſary 
concerning this Ordinance. 

Min. That you may do ſo, you muſt 
carry your thoughts back to the firſt Pa- 
rents of Mankind ;—that they rebelled 
againſt their Maker's command ; that 


they loſt his Favour, and all rights to the 


happineſs which he had promiſed them; — 
that their very nature became prone to 
evil;—and both they and their poſterity 
became ſubject to ſin, to miſery, and to 
death :—And, laſtly, that the Son of God, 
pitying their ſad ſtate, undertook to re- 
deem them, —to fatisfy his Father's juſtice, 
and to ſuffer in his own perſon for their 
ſins; as alſo to give to them a ſpirit and 
principle of a new life, to mend that na- 
ture which they had ſo ſadly ſpoiled, _ 


In 
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In order to which, he was made man; 
and having put himſelf in the place of ſin- 
ners, he offered himſelf to ſuffer death for 
their redemption, by which he reſtored 
them to his Father's favour, and put it in- 


to their power to gain the happineſs for 
which they at firſt were made. 


By which wonderful goodneſs, and moſt 
worthy ſacrifice, God was ſo well pleaſed, 
—that he hath, for his Son's ſake, pro- 
miſed to pardon all penitent ſinners, and 
to make them happy for ever. 

Neg. All this I now remember you ex- 


_ plained to me; and I thank you for put- 


ting me again in mind of it, and I hope 
now I ſhall never forget it. 

Min. It will certainly be for your good 
to remember it; for indeed your happt- 
heſs depends upon it. 

Neg. Is it ſufficient for me to remem- 
ber in this ſacrament, that there was ſuch 


a perſon as Jeſus Chriſt ? 


Min. No ſurely; much more is con- 
tained in it, We are to call to mind his 
great love to mankind, which engaged 
him to take our nature upon him, and to 
ſubmit to the infirmities and miſeries of it, 
which made him content to live amongſt 
us, and to die for us: It is to call to 
mind his unwearied patience and diligence 
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in doing good; — healing the ſick, and 
inſtructing. the ignorant; and particu- 
larly bis moſt grievous ſufferings and 
death, by which he made an atonement 
with his Father for the fins of mankind. — 
If we truly remember him, we {hall ſtrive 
to do as he has directed us: He has told 
us, that we mult never ſwear nor ſteal, 
nor get drunk, nor keep company with 
any woman beſides one, being a law ful wife. 
Neg. Where ſhall I learn the hiſtory of 
his life and actions, that I may follow his 
example ? 


Min. In the Four Goſpels, or New 
Teſtament. 


Neg. What do you mean by the Goſ- 
pels? 
Min. I mean four ſmall Books, in 
which the life and ackions of our Saviour 
are written for the benefit of all ſucceed- 
ing chriſtians; and when it ſhall be your 
happineſs to read them, you will there 
find great reaſon for remembering of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and think you will be very 
ungrateful ever to forget ſo good a friend. 

Neg. What need was there of this ſa- 
crament, ſince it ſeems impoſſible for men 
ever to forget ſo great a benefactor? 

Min. Jeſus Chriſt, who knew our na- 
ture better than we ourſelves do, and how 

very 
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very apt we are to forget the greateſt fa- 
vours of God, has by this Holy Ordinance 
provided, that ſuch as have any regard for 
his love, or even for their own happineſs, 
ſhall never want a proper occaſion of re- 
membering what he hath done and ſuf- 
fered to redeem them from miſery, and 
to put them in a way of being happy for 
ever:—He likewiſe intended this Holy 
Ordinance as a ſtanding proof or evidence 
of this important fact of Chriſt's death, 
thereby to ſtrengthen and renew our faith 
in it. | 
Neg. You will now, Sir, be pleaſcd to 
let me know how he hath done this. 
Min. Our Great Lord and Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the night before he was cruci- 
fied, took bread, and bleſſed and brake 
it, and gave it to his diſciples, and faid, 
T ake, eat; this 1s my body, thar is given 
for you: Do this in remembrance of me. 
After ſupper alſo he took a cup of wine, 
and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
ſaying, Drink ye all of this ;—for this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is 
ſhed for you, and for many, for the re- 
miſſion of ſin.— Do this, as often as ye 
ſhall drink it, in remembrance of me. — 
For as oft as ye ſhall eat this bread, and 
pO drink 
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only Son to redeem us by his death; and 


as to ſhare in all the benefits which he hath 
obtained for us by his death. At the ſame 
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drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's 
death till he come. 

Neg. You will now, Sir, let me know 
how this ſacrament 1s obſerved amongſt 
chriſtians. 

Min. They do it after this manner :— 
Firſt, the miniſter of Chriſt placeth, or 
cauſeth to be placed, upon a table in our 
churches, a portion of bread and wine in 
the ſight of all the people.—This bread 
and wine, which are to repreſent the ſa- 
crifice of Chriſt's body and blood, are 
ſanctified, or ſet apart, for this holy uſe, 
by giving thanks to God for all his fa- 
vours, and eſpecially for having ſent his 


by begging of him, that when we receive, 
and eat and drink this bread and wine, 
we may be ſo far made partakers of the 
ſacrifice of his moſt bleſſed body and blood, 


time he breaketh the bread into pieces, 
and poureth the wine into a cup, to re- 
preſent unto our ſenſes by theſe outward 
and viſible ſigns, the death of Chriſt, 
whoſe body was broken, and blood pour- 
ed out, upon the croſs, 
Neg. Pray, Sir, how doth he, after this, 
diſpoſe of this bread and wine? 
2 Min. 
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Min. This bread and wine, being ſanc- 
tified by the word of God and prayer, he 
diſtributes among thoſe who are there pre- 
ſent ;—putting them in mind, that Jeſus 
Chriſt died for them, and for their ſalva- 
tion ; — preferring their happineſs to his 
own life; that therefore they ought never 
to forget ſo great a kindneſs, but to keep 
up the remembrance of him, after this 
manner which he hath appointed, until 
his coming again. 

Neg. Is this all that is required of chrif: 
tians To keep up the .remembrance of 
Chriſt, and of his deaths? 

Min. No, ſurely ;—no thoughtful chrif- 
tians think that alone ſufficient.— They 
know that it is an humble heart in which 
Chriſt delights to dwell they therefore 
look upon this ſacrament as a proper oc- 


caſion of humbling themſelves before God, 


and of deteſting thoſe ſins which coſt Jeſus 
Chriſt his life and blood. | 

They know alſo, that the bleſſings ob- 
tained for us by Chriſt's death, of which 


this facrament is a remembrance, are as 


much the food of the ſoul, as: bread and 
wine are of the body ;—that this food or 
ſupport we receive by a lively faith in his 
merits; and do therefore, at this time, 
more eſpecially acknowledge the efficacy 


of 
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of his death.—This is the true bread, 
which nouriſheth to eternal life.—That 
God who ſpared not his own Son, but gave 
him up for vs all, will he not with bim 
freely give us all things | * 

Beſides this, every penitent chriſtian 


|| >>, Will look upon this as a proper time to re- 


member, and comfort himſelf with, the 

great extent of God's mercy declared by 
his Son, — That all fins ſhall be forgiven 
unto the ſons of men. 

Every humble chriſtian alſo, who feels 
in his ſoul the want of God's help to ſup- 
port him againſt the temptations of the 
world, the fleſh, and the devil, — will think 
this a very proper time to beg of God his 
Son's promiſe, — That he will give the 
Holy Spirit to them that aſk him. 

Laſtly,— Every chriſtian muſt be ſup- 
poſed to receive this ſacrament in token, 
that he acknowledgeth Jeſus Chriſt to be 
his Lord and Saviour. — to be his lawgiver 
here, and his judge hereafter. 

Neg. I remark, that Chriſt command- 
ed this ordinance to be obſerved by his 
followers till his coming again: Pray, 
what is meant by that? | 

Min. Why, as I have told you before, 
we chriſtians do know, and firmly believe, 


that Jeſus Chriſt will come again at the end 
of 
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of the world to judge the living and the 
dead ; — to call all men that ever have 
lived to an account for the uſe they have 
made of the favours which God has given 
them; and to reward or puniſh them, as 
they have lived well or ill in this world, 
And this intimation he gave his follow- 


ers, when He appointed this ordinance, 


that they may conſider, every time they 
o to this ſacrament, what account they 
will be able to give of themſelves, when 
he ſhall come to judge the world in righte- 
ouſneſs. 
Neg. Is there any thing elſe required 


of chriſtians, before they go to this ſacra- 


ment? | | 

Min. Yes :—They ought, in the firſt 
place, to conſider what ſort of life the 
have led ſince they were made Chriſtians ; 


-—at which time they obliged themſelves 
to make the Laws of God the rule of their 


Faith, and Life, and Actions: — and to ex- 
amine themſelves, whether they have not 
led a wicked, at leaſt, an idle, uſeleſs 
Life ;—or whether they now live in any 
known Sin ;—becaule they are bound, 
when they go to that Sacrament, —ſeriouſly 
to acknowledge their offences and fins be- 
fore God, and to beg his pardon, with a 
full purpoſe of amendment of life ; other- 

| F wWiſe 
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wiſe they will receive nothing there, but 


their own condemnation. 


A chriſtian is obliged alſo to have a 
grateful ſenſe of God's goodneſs, by con- 
ſidering his mercy in ſending his own Son 
to redeem us, whom by his death he hath 
reconciled to his Father, and put us in a 
way to be for ever happy, if it is not our 
own fault. 

And laſtly, Jeſus Chriſt having expreſsly 
commanded, —That all his diſciples ſhould 
love one another, as he hath loved them, 
and given his life for them, — every chriſ- 
tian is bound, before he goeth to this ſa- 
crament, to conſider whether he hath any 
thing in his heart, contrary to this pattern 
of true love, and command of his Saviour. 

Neg. Do you believe, that chriſtians are 
generally careful to prepare themſelves for 
this ordinance after this manner? 

Min. All ſerious chriſtians are ſo:— 
But too many, it is to be feared, are not. 
— And this 1s the reaſon why ſo many 
chriſtians receive no benefit from this ſa- 
crament ;—for otherwiſe, this ordinance 
would be a more powerful reſtraint to kee 
them from leading a thoughtleſs and an 
evil life,—by affording them ſo many bleſ- 
ſed occaſions of remembering and renew 
ing their covenant with God, laying them 

f under 
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under continual obligations of leading a 


new and chriſtian life, and obtaining grace 
from God to do ſo. 

Neg. What do you think of thoſe chriſ- 
tians that never go to this ſacrament ? 

Min. Why, they are generally to be 
eſteemed in the way of ruin, without ſee- 
ing their danger.—They do not conſider, 
that, as they are ſinners, God cannot be 
pleaſed with them ;——and that there is no 
pardon for ſinners, no ſalvation to be 


hoped for, but only through the merits of 


Chriſt's death, which 1s commemorated 
in this ſacrament. 

Neg. But ſure, Sir, all chriſtians are 
not ſo thoughtleſs ; —they muſt have ſome 
reaſons for neglecting ſo neceſſary a duty, 
as you ſeem to repreſent it. 


Min. There may be reaſons and ſcruples 


for abſenting for a time;—but, generally 
ſpeaking, ſome of theſe following are the 
true reaſons, why men turn their backs 
upon the Lord's Supper, when invited to 
it, let them pretend what they pleaſe. 

Either they live in ſome known ſin, 
which they will not at preſent reſolve to 
forſake ;,—or this world, its buſineſs or 
pleaſures, have taken ſuch poſſeſſion of 
their hearts, that they have no time even 
to think of their ſouls, or of what muſt 


* come 
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come hereafter :—Or laſtly, they delude 
themſelves with a faint purpoſe, that thus 
it ſhall not always be with them z—that 
ſome time or other they will make the care 
of their fouls their great concern. But 
ſuch perſons ſhould conſider, thar while 
they thus neglect one of the greateſt in- 
ſtances of God's love, they continue in a 
{in which too nearly reſembles the denial 
of their Lord and Saviour : more particu- 
larly they ſhould reflec, that by perſiſting 
in ſuch a wilful diſobedience to Chriſt's 
politive command, they have no well- 
grounded aſſurance, that any of their pray- 
ers will be granted: for as Chriſt's death 
is the only ſolid foundation of favour with 
God, ſo his mediation is the only channel, 
through which 1t 1s to be conveyed to 
chriſtians. Whether therefore thoſe who 
refuſe to commemorate the one, can lay 
any juſt claim to the other, is left to every 
man's {ſerious meditation: And they 
ſhould conſider with what face they can 
hereafter appear before their Saviour in 
judgment, whom they refuſed to remem- 
ber in his ordinance here on earth ;—it 
having been obſerved, —That whatever 
keeps a chriſtian from the ſacrament, after 
he has been inſtructed in the true __ 
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of ic, will, generally ſpeaking, hinder him 
from going to heaven. 

Neg. Can a chriſtian know whether be 
nath gone to this ſacrament as he ought 
to have done, ſo as to hope for the bleſ- 
ungs attending it? 

Min. That will beſt be known by the 
manner of his life afterwards: If a perſon 
went as a true penitent, he will be very 
careful of falling into the ſins he hath re- 
pented of.—If he was indeed grieved with 
the remembrance of his ſins, and the bur- 


den of them was intolerable ;—if he did 


in good earneſt purpoſe to lead a new life, 
he will be more careful to beg of God to 
enable him to do fo, —If he 1 went with a 
lively faith in God's mercy thro' Chriſt, 

that faith will appear in a better abodiceine 
to God's laws. 
membrance of Chrilt's death, —the grate- 


ful acknowledgment of that invaluable; 
bleſſing will an him to live ſo as to 


pleaſe his merciful Redeemer, —Lat Uy, if 


he went with a truly charitable diſpoftion 
to the ſacrament, he wili afterwards make 


the love of Chriſt the paitern of his love 


for all others ;—he will forgive, and give, 
and love, as becomes a diſciple of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, 
* Neg. 


If he had a thankful re- 
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Neg. Will not the bleſſings which Chrift 
hath obtained by his death, as repreſented 
dy this ſacrament, encourage chriſtians to 


hope for ſalvation without amendment of 


hfe. 

Min. Ignorant and careleſs people may 
delude themſelves with ſuch vain hopes; 
Ebut all well-inſtructed chriſttans fhall 
know,—that though Chriſt died for the 
falvation of all, yet thoſe only ſhall enjoy 
the benefits of his death, who live accord- 
ing to the will and commands of him who 
died for them; that there will be no for- 
giveneſs of fins without repentance, and 
a reformation of life; and that the ſtrict- 
eſt adherence to this er any other poſitive 
ordinance of God will not avail, without 
an earneſt and ſincere endeavour to per- 
form the whole will of God, as it reſpects 
him, our neighbour, and ourſelves, 

Neg. I cannot, Sir, but be very thank- 
ful for the great pains you have taken to 

inſtruct me, and to make me underſtand 
the nature and benefit of the ſacrament 
of the Lord's Supper ;—and indeed, Sir, 
I am very deſirous to be baptized, if you 
know of nothing that ought to hinder 
me. 

Min. I wovld not hinder you one mo- 
ment ;—but that I have one thing more 


tO 
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to make you ſenſible of, before I would 
encourage you to be baptized, And this 
is,—-The deluſion, the danger, and the 
miſchief, of being a chriſtian without 
chriſtianity. 


Neg. Indeed, Sir, I do not underſtand. | 


ou. 
f Min. I will explain to you what I mean, 
when you come to me again,—In the 
mean time, I ſhall pray God to keep you 
in this good diſpoſition, and from every 
thing that may any way hinder your true 
converſion, 


INSTRKUCTION ES 


The DELVUSs oN, the DANGER, and 


the M1SCHIEF, of being Chriſtians 
without Chriſtianity. 


NEGR0. 


very great deſire of being baptized ; 
but you ſaid you had ſomething to ſay to 
me, before I was to be made a Chin 
For that reaſon J am come now to walt on 
you. 
| F 4 Min, 


"OST kind Sir, 1 left you with a 
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Min. To tell you the truth then, not- 
withſtanding the pains I have taken to in- 
ftruct you, and to ſhew you both your 
true intereſt, and your great danger in not 
following it, I cannot but be afraid, leſt 
when you come to be more acquainted with 
Chriſtians, and inſtead of finding the good 
fruits which you might expect from ſo 
good a religion, you ſhould find amongſt 
too many, profeſſing that religion, little 
or no fear of God, nor any true concern 
for themſelves, or for what muſt come. 
hereafrer ;,—I cannot but be afraid there- 
fore, leſt, ſeeing this, you ſhould be tempt- 
ed to ſuſpect the truths I have told you, 
and ſo either renounce Chriſtianity, or 
elſe content yourſelf, as too many do, with 
the borrowed name of a Chriſtian, and with 
mere ſhadows of religion, without endea- 
vouring after that ſubſtantial holineſs, with- 
out which no man muſt ever hope to be 
happy. 

Neg. I am very thankful for your * 
cern for me, and I ſhall hear with atten- 
tion the inſtructions you will be pleaſed to 
give, to keep me from falling. 

Min. Yeu muſt know then, —that the 
Chriſtian religion 1s intended by God to 
cure the corruption of our nature, and to 
make us happy, by making us holy, 2 1 

neſt, 


I 
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neſt, and good; - by making Chriſtians 
the belt neighbours, the trueſt friends, — 
the kindeſt maſters, the moſt faithful ſer- 
vants,—the beſt huſbands and wives. 

the moſt careful and tender parents, 5 
the moſt dutiful children, —moſt faithful 
and obedient ſubjects; and above all, 
the devouteſt worſhippers of the true and 
only God, and ſtrict obſervers of his laws. 
Now my fears are, — That when you 
ſhall ſee too many Chriſtians live without 


any regard to theſe duties, profeſſing to 


know God, but in their works denying 
hin; —1 ſay again, I cannot but be atraid 
for you,—leſt you ſhould forget the pro- 
miſes you made to God, when you were 
baptized, —and fall into the way of the 
world, which leads to deſtruction. 

Neg. Pray, Sir, what do you mean * 
the way of the world? 

Min. I mean, that ſad, but too com- 
mon deluſion, of being Chriſtians without 
Chriſtianity:- That is, of profeſſing to 
obey the laws, and to follow the example 
of Chriſt, and at the ſame time leading 
careleſs and unchriſtian lives ;—by which 
God is exceedingly diſhonoured; — the 
goſpel deſpiſed ;—and too, too many de- 
ceived to their everlaſting ruin ;—the ill 
conſequences of which can never be ſuili-- 
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ciently lamented :—For the poor heathens 
obſerving, that theſe people calkthemſelves 
Chriſtians ; and yet ſeeing them corrupt 
in their manners, difregarding the God 
they worſhip, and his laws; minding 
neither his promiſes nor threats ;—but hav- 
ing their hearts wholly ſet upon wicked- 
neſs; — they, ſeeing this, do very natu- 
rally conclude,—that if ſuch people as 
theſe can think themſelves ſecure of hap- 
pineſs in the next life, no one needs to be 
concerned whether he be an Heathen or a 
Chriftian in this. 

Neg. You remember, Sir, what I told 
you before, that this very thing had once 
made me reſolve never to think of becom- 
ing a Chriſtian; till you aſſured me, That 
ſuch as theſe are no true Chriſtians ; but 
are either wholly ignorant of what they 
profeſs, or deceive themſelves with the 
thoughts, that there is ſomething in the 
very name of a Chriſtian, which may re- 
commend them to the favour of God, and 
fave them from his diſpleaſure, and their 
own ruin. 

Min. 1 told you the truth, and what 
the Son of God hath commanded all peo- 
ple to take notice of; — That not every 
one who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, ſhall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but 

ſuch 
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ſuch only as do the will of his Father, 
which is in heaven, and obſerve his laws. 

Neg. I ſhall be very thankful, if you 
will let me know who they are that thus 
deceive them, that I may not follow them 
to my ruin. 

Min. I muſt firſt: tell you, that chivg: 
are thoſe amongſt us, who, being wiſe in 
their own conceits; will not receive the 
Son of: God as their teacher, nor his Goſ- 


pel as the rule of their faith and manners: 


—— Now theſe do often lead into very 
dangerous errors ſuch - people as .do not - 
know or conſider, - upon wrat- certain 
proofs the truths of the Goſpel are moſt - 


ſurely nn amongſt us. 


Neg. I hope my belief in the Golpel i is 
confirmed ſufficiently, both by the many 
and wonderful miracles of*: Chriſt, and 
eſpecially. by his reſurrection fro the 
dead. | ; 

Min. But you muſt not forget, That 
your. faith, and the increaſe and continu- 
ance of it, is the gift of. God, which vou 
mult pray for, as ever you hope to be pre- 
ſerved free from error. 

Neg. Well, it is ſtrange however, that 
people of underſtanding in other things, 


who cannot but ice how much We are apt 
to be miſtaken. in the common affairs of 
F. 6 * life, 3 
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life, ſhould, in things of the greateſt con- 
cern, wholly depend upon their own wifs 
dom and power, even where God hath 
undertaken to direct and aſſiſt us. 

Min. You will not wonder at this, if 
you remember, what hath been ſo often 
ſaid and proved that ſuch is the corrup- 
tion of our nature, that when any man, 
thro' a proud conceit of his own wiſdom 
and ſtrength, ſhall provoke God to for- 
ſake and leave him to himſelf, that man 
wi.l be capable of believing and doing-the 
mc ſt unreatonable things, to which an 
evil ſpirit, or his own corrupt heart, can 
tempt him. 

Neg. Fray, Sir, what other miſtakes 
are there amongſt Chriſtians, which en- 
danger their ſalvation ? 

Min. There are too many, who, for 
want of attention to the good inſtructions 

which are given them, conſider not how 
they live, nor what will become of them 
when they die ;>—who know not the evil 
of ſin, nor the miſchiefs it has brought 
into the world ;— how hateful it is to an 
holy od oo haw ſtrict his commands are 
to avoid it, and what the portion of ſin- 
ners in the next life as to be; and 
therefore propoſe no other end to them- 
ſelves, in this, but only to live and die 

| | as 
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as eaſy as they can.—Beſide thoſe who 
walk in darkneſs, and know not whither 
they go, and are ſecure, becauſe ignorant; 
—there are others, that are even afraid of 
being inſtructed. 

Neg. That 1s ſtrange indeed. 

Min. Bur it is true: And the reaſon is, 
becauſe, if we deal faithiully with finners, 
we mult tell them that their deeds are evil, 
and that they are in very great danger, if 
they do not forſake their beloved Gos; ; 
and then they will hate both us, and thoſe 
unwelcome truths which condemn them, 
and their way of life. 

There are others alſo, who have been 
better inform'd, and perhaps well-inclin'd ; 
bur ſuffering their hearts ro be poſſeſſed 
with the love of the world, its buſineſs, 
riches or pleaſures, they loſe thereby the 

knowledge and remembrance of the truth, 
and forget their good purpoſes, and fall 
into a way of living which the Chriſtian 
religion condemns, and which will be pu- 
| niſhed with the loſs of heaven and happi- 
neſs. And there are too many, who, hav- 
ing not caſt off all fear of God, and con- 
cern for their ſouls, do yet content them- 
ſelves with a punctual performance of the 

external part of religion, vainly thinking, 
that an outward ſhew of religious worſh! p 
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will atone for the want of that inward 


purity of heart, which is indiſpenſibly re- 
quired from every Chriſtian. 

Neg. I would be glad to know, who 
this ſort of miſtaken Chriſtians are. 

Min. Beſide thoſe already mentioned, 
there are many, who, though they know 
themſelves not to be in the way of ſalva- 
tion, make their minds eaſy, by purpoſing 


to repent, and be converted; fooliſhly 


ſuppoſing that repentance is abſolutely in 
their oπ¼n power ;—at the ſame time pro- 
voking God, who alone can give them the 
grace of converſion. to leave them to their 
own choice and. deſtruction. 

Others flatter themſelves, that repent- 
ance, and a change of life, are only re- 
quired, where people have been guilty of 
great and ſcandalous Sins, - ſuch as mur- 


der, adultery, . and the like; — not con- 


ſidering that a man, who is innocent of 
great crimes, may be far from being a 
true Chriſtian, and in the way of ie 3 
the beſt of men ſtanding in need of re- 
pentance and pardon, and of. the mercy : 

of God.. 

Neg. I have heard, that Chriſtians do 


depend very much upon the goodneſs. and 


my of God. 


Min. 5 
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Min. And ſo they may, and ought to 
do, provided they do not deceive them- 
ſelves, by abuſing his mercy, which is [1 
intended to lead men to repentance, and [i 
amendment of life. 1 

Neg. Pray, how do. men abuſe this: 
mercy ; of God? 

Min. When they. continue to live in 
any known fin, or wilfully. neglect any 
Duty; and yet hope, that God of his great 
mercy: will forgive them.. 

Neg. You have often mentioned the 
corruption and weakneſs of human nature. 

Will not this plead our excuſe, and pre- 

vail with ſo good and merciful a Being 

to pardon ſuch as have not done what he 

hath commanded ? we 
_ © Min. Yes: And he hath faithfully pro- 1 

miſed, that upon condition of their re- 9 

pentance, and amendment of life, (ac- 1 

cording to the Goſpel) he will pardon the vl 

greateſt ſinners.” 

Neg. Perhaps they will ſay, that they 
are not able to perform theſe conditions. 

Min. What would you think of one who 
| ſhould make that an excuſe, and yet would 
be ſorry to be made able, only becauſe he 
is unwilling to part with his ſins ? 
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Neg. Such an one, to be ſure, com- 
lains without reaſon, and his ruin will be” 
from himſelf, 

Min. And yet this is the caſe of all 
careleſs and wicked Chriſtians, —— God 
would have all his creatures happy ;—he 
knows that man can never be happy, till 
his corrupt nature. be mended ;—he has 
therefore, as I told you before, appointed 
the Chriſtian religion, as the moſt effec- 
tual means of our recovery from ſin unto 
holineſs. --By which we are taught to de- 
pend upon the almighty power of God, 
even that almighty power which raiſed 
Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, to raiſe us 
from the death of fin unto the life of righ- 
teouſneſs, by enabling us to ſee, to reſiſt, 
to overcome, and to root nad, whatever 
is evil in us, and to reſtore us to the 
image of God, in which man was at firſt 
created. Chriſtians, therefore, do but 
delude themſelves, and blaſpheme God, 
when they pretend they cannot do what he 
requires of them, in order to their happi- 
nels. 

And to name no more ways at preſent, 
by which men deceive themſelves to their 
ruin :—Very great 1s the number of ſuch 
as depend upon a death-bed repentance, 
for the making their peace with God, and 

fitting. 


Dial. 10. FOR THE NEGROES. 113 


fitting themſelves for heaven ;—living in 


the mean time without God in the world, 


neither fearing his anger, nor regarding 
his promiſes. 

Neg. Indeed, Sir, theſe are all ſad miſ- 
takes; and I hope, I ſhall nor tall into any 
of them. 

Min. I hope ſo. % then you 
muſt be very humble, and always fear for 


yourſelf, and beg of God to keep you from 


ſuch miſtakes which are the ruin of 10 
many, who yet call and think themſelves 
to be Chriſtians ;—otherwiſe your being 
made-a Chriſtian will not ſecure you from 


danger, 


Neg. Pray, Sir, what are the things 
which are moſt likely to offend the good 


Spirit of God, and force him to forſake 
ſuch as are dedicated ro him, and put 
under his protection? 

Min. In the firſt place, Chriſtians do 
grieve that good Spirit, - by neglecting to 
improve the graces beſtowed upon them; 


— for, as I told you before, this is a rule 


of the goſpel,.— That to him who makes 
good uſe of the favours which God hath 
given him, God will give more; and he 
that will not do fo, ſhall loſs what he had. 
Neg. I hope I ſhall not forget this rule 
of truth, | 
Min. 
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Min. In the next place, a Chriſtian runs 
the hazard of loſing the help and comfort 
of the Spirit of God, by returning into that 
way of life, and to thoſe ſins, which he 
renounced at his baptiſin ;——eſpecially 
when he falls into, and continues in, any 
known and wilful ſin ;—for then he will 
naturally hate God, and God will forſake 
him. | 

Neg. Hate the God that made us! 

Min. Why, as monſtrous a ſin as you 
think that is, it is certainly true: For 
any man, whoſe conſcience tells him, that 
he is always doing that which muſt offend 
an holy, juſt, and powerful God, cannot 
but wiſh there was no ſuch Being to call 
him to an account, and to puniſh him; 


nor can he poſſibly love ſuch a Being. 


Thirdly Another way of grieving the 


Holy Spirit is by neglecting, which in 
Truth is deſpiſing, thoſe means of grace, 


which Jeſus Chriſt hath appointed to bring 


men into, and to keep them in, the way 
of ſalvation. 

Neg. I have not forgot what you have 
formerly told me; — That the hearing, 


and ſeriouſly thinking, of the word of 


God, in which a Chriſtian's duty is con- 


tained, as well as the promiſes to encou- 


rage, and the puniſhments to deter us; 
1s 
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is one of thoſe means you ſpeak of, moſt 
proper to convert men, and to keep them 4 
in the favour of God. oh 

Min. And the others are ;— The holy 18g 
ordinances, which Chriſt himſelf hath ap- þ 
pointed; the one to receive men into his 
Church, and the other to enable them to 
grow in grace. 

Now, as the uſe of theſe means, join'd 1 
with earneſt prayer to God, for light to 10 
diſcover what is evil in us, and for power f 
to root it out, is the ſure way of preſerv- 
ing the fellowſhip of the Holy Spirit ;— 
ſo, when any Chriſtian, depending upon 
his own reaſon, wiſdom, or power, and 
forgetting that all our ſufficiency to do 

any good is of God, does neglect thefe 
means, the good Spirit will forfake ſuch a 
perſon, and leave him to himſelf, and to 
the deluſion and government of evil ſpirits ; 
which, without a fincere repentance, will 1 
be his ruin. Wo 

Neg. This, I hope, will be a warning 1 
to me, never to neglect theſe means of "0 
grace and fafety, | 1 

Min. And I hope too, that you will . 7 
never forget to give God the glory of all 
the good you do; for be aſſured of this. 
That neither the reaſonableneſs of any 
duty, nor the baſeneſs of any ſin, nor * 

other 


— 
A . — 
— So Gy — V— — 


145 AN INSTRUCTION Dial. 10. 


other conſideration, can enable you to do 
what is good, and well-pleaſing to God, 
or to avoid what is evil, but only his 
grace, and that good Spirit, to which you 
are dedicated at your baptiſm.—To him 
you muſt apply for light to ſee your duty, 
and for power to perform i it; - and to him 
you muſt give all the glory. 

Neg. Since there are ſo many bad Chriſ- 
tians. to be met with, I ſhould be glad to 
know who they are whoſe amps I may 
lately follow. 

Min. I would not advile you to make 
the lives and actions of other people alto- 
gether a pattern for you to follow; but 
always rather have an eye to what vou 
believe will pleaſe or diſpleaſe God, and 
what you know he has commanded or for- 
bidden: Altho' good and bad Chriſtians 
may, for the moſt part, be known by the 
lives they lead, as a tree n its 
fruit. 

When, therefore, you ſee men pay a 
great regard to God and his laws, honour- 
ing his holy name, and his word, . ard 
every thing belonging to him ; —when you 
lee them Juſt, and kind, and merciful, 
and not given to revenge, but ready to. 
forgive, and give and love, as becomes 
the followers of. Chriſt;— when you ſee 


them 
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them temperate and chaſte, modeſt and 
humble, and dealing with others as they 


themſelves would de dealt with; vou 
will have reaſon to take theſe hip good 
Chriſtians, if you are convinced, that the 


do thoſe things out of love and obeticnce 
to God. 


On the other hand, — If you ſee amon 


thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians, ſuch. 


as make no conſcience of their ways, but 
lead careleſs, idle, uſeleſs, or diſorderly 
lives ;—exceeding fond of the world, and 
its vanities Hand ſtriving to be rich and 
great at any rate ; if you ſee any that 
hve in adultery or fornication, or that are 
ſwearers, drunkards, thieves, covetous, 
or oppreſſors ;—if you ſee parents uncon- 
cerned for their children's eternal welfare, 

—— huſbands and wives forgetting and 
breaking their marriage vows, —maſters 
and ſervants never remembering, that they 
have a maſter in heaven —if you ſee men 


in power regardleſs of the honour of that 


God, whoſe repreſentatives they are; you 
may be ſure, that theſe, and ſuch as theſe, 
are Chriſtians without Chriſtianity, and 
will be liable to a moſt ſevere judgment, 
for their oppoſing the gracious deſigns of 
God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
As e Neg. 
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Neg. Pray Sir, what do you mean by 
that ? 5 | 
Min. Why, God 1s ſo good and mer- 

ciful, That he would have all men to be 
ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth. | | 

Now, all ſuch as, taking the name of 
Chriſtians, do lead unchriſtian lives, theſe 
oppoſe their Maker in his moſt gracious 
deſigns, bringing an evil report upon 
Chriſtianity, as if nothing good were to be 
got by it, — making the ignorant heathens 
to take that for Chriſtianity, which is far 
from it z— by which they hinder ſuch as 
might otherwiſe deſire to become Chriſ- 
tians; - they confirm unbelievers in their 
infidelity, and ſerve all the deſigns of 
Satan in oppoſing the kingdom of Chriſt 
—and therefore mult of neceſſity be more 
hateful to God, and their puniſhment be 
greater, than that of the heathens, as much 
as they now deſpiſe thoſe poor people. 
Neg. You have convinced me, Sir, of 
the danger of being a Chriſtian without 
Chriſtianity.— Will you be ſo kind as to 
ſhew me how I may avoid falling into 
ſuch a way of life, as, it ſeems, too many 
. ä 
Min. In the firſt place, conſider what a 
bleſſing it is, that you are not ſtill in dark- 

| nels, 
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neſs, but that you are come to the know- 
ledge of your Maker, and of the way to 
pleaſe him; whereby you will be happy 
when you die, whatever your lot may have 
been in this world. | 
And in the next place, keep it always 
in your mind, — That this God, whom you 
have choſen to ſerve, is every-where pre- 
fent, ſo that if at any time you offend him, 
you offend in his very fight a God, who 


hath power to ſtrike you dead upon the 
ſpot. 


Be careful to keep yourſelf always ſober; | 


—Drunkenneſs and intemperance diſorder 
our reaſon, and make us forget our beſt 
reſolutions, and the dangers which encom- 
paſs us. 

Do not ſet your hearts upon this world, 
its honours, riches or pleaſures ; for be- 
ſides that you muſt ſoon loſe them, they 
will be apt to make you forget what you 


will gain or loſe by being a good or bad 


Chriſtian. 


Never fancy that any ſin 1s ſmall; for 
the leaſt known ſin, continued in, will 
lead to a greater; and if you ſhould pro- 

voke the Spirit of God to forſake you, you 
will be capable of committing the very 
greateſt crimes. Human nature, as it is 
now corrupt, is the ſame in all men: We 


3 are 


1 
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are ali ſubject to temptations; — and if 
ever, by our repeated crimes, we ſhould 
force the Spirit of God to leave us to our- 
ſelves, no man can tell, no man can fore- 
ſee, what barbarous wickedieſ he ſhall 
be tempted to commit; —nor what un- 
welcome, unlooked for calamities, he may 
bring upon himſelf, while he goes from 
ſin to fin, till he meets with deſtruction, 


For no man continues long at one cer- 


tain pitch of wickedneſs ; —for not only 


one evil habit begets another, but the 


more a man ſins, the leſs capable he makes 
himſelf of judging what ſin is, and the 
dreadtul conſequences of continuing in it. 
—And the influences of God's holy Spirit, 
and the gracious interpoſitions of Provi- 
dence have till leſs power upon his mind 
and ſoul, till he has quite forgotten his 
Maker,—till he has filled up the meaſure 
of his iniquities, —and till he meets with 
deſtruction, generally in this world, as 


well as the next. 
Whenever, therefore, you are ſenſible 


you have done amiſs, delay not one mo- 


ment to beg of God to pardon you, and 
to- give you grace to do ſo no more. 
And forget not an excellent rule which 


I have formerly mentioned, to direct you 


in moſt actions of moment: Do not, at 
Yours 
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your peril, undertake any ching, which 
you cannot with confidence beg of God to 
bleſs and proſper you in. 


Laſtly, and above all, remember, what : 


cannot too often be repeated, That with- 
out faith, —a faith which worketh by love, 
which purifies the heart, overcomes the 
world, and keeps the commandments of 


God, you cannot poſſibly live as becomes 


a true Chriſtian. 

Neg. I beg you will explain what you 
mean by this. 

Min. By this faith we mean a—deep, 
real ſenſe, and firm Belief, of the mercy 
and Love of God, for his poor fallen and 
loſt creatures, and his kind propoſal by hig 
own Son to make them happy for ever.— 


This is that ſaving faith, which will lead 


a Chriſtian moſt powerfully to love God, 
and obey his Son Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
he hath given all power in heaven and 
earth :—This is that faith which will puri- 
fy your heart, will lead you ta repent- 
ance, and keep you in the way to eternal 
life; and this is what you mult beg of 
God, for this faith is his gift; and that 
he may increaſe it in you unto your life's 
end. 
Neg. I hope 1 ſhall never forget to pray 
for ſo neceſſary a grace. 
G Min, 
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Min. As you can ſay by heart the Be- 
lief, and the Lord's-Prayer, and fully in- 
tend to learn the reſt of the Catechiſm, I 
have only a few queſtions to aſk you, in 
order to your being baptized, which you 
muſt anſwef (to God) when you are called 
upon to make a public profeſſion of Chriſ- 
tianity. 

And firſt, — Conſider whether there are 
any ways of life, or cuſtoms, which at pre- 
ſent you are fond of, which you will not 
utterly forſake, when you ſhall be con- 
vinced, that they are forbidden by God, 
or diſpleaſing to him. | 
Neg. I know of none which I will not 
forſake, in order to pleale God. 

Min. Will you ſincerely devote your- 
ſelf to God the Father and Maker of all 
things, that you may become his faithful 
ſervant unto the end of your life? 

Neg. I purpoſe by his help to do ſo, 
and become ſuch. | 

Min. Will you, with the ſame ſincerity, 
devote yourſelf to his Son our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, for whoſe ſake God has promiſed 
to pardon all your fins, to receive you into 
favour, and to make you happy, if you 
conti..ue to obey him all your days? 

Neg. This 1 fully intend to do. 

Min. 
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Min. Laſtly, — Will you dedicate and 


devote yourſelf to the Holy Ghoſt, that 


good Spirit, that he may, by his all-pow- 
erful grace and help, keep you from fin 
and wickedneſs, and aſſiſt you in the way 


of holineſs and happineſs, that you may 


never be a diſgrace to that religion which 
you are going to undertake ? +: 

Neg. I will moſt thankfully dedicate 
myſelf to him, that, by his aſſiſtance, I 
may be able to pleaſe Gad, and do what 
I have promiſed. | 
Min. You will not fail to do fo, if you 
often conſider, that your everlaſting hap- 
Pineſs or miſery wiil depend upon your 
obſerving or neglecting the vows and pro- 
miſes you make at your baptiſm, 

And if, to this, you add your ſincere 
prayers to God, to direct and bleſs you in 
the work you are deſirous to undertake, 
he will moſt ſurely hear your prayers, and 


grant your petitions, which you may make 


in ſome ſuch words as theſe following. 


PRAY- 


1am} 


EATERS 


MORNING PRAYER for. a Negro 
in private. 


LO RV be to Thee, O God, who 
haſt brought me ſafe to the begin- 
ning of another day. 

O God, the Father of 1 have 
mercy upon me, keep, and defend me. 

O Gad the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

have mercy upon me, fave, and deliver 

me. | 
O God the Holy Ghoſt, have mercy 
upon me, help and comfort me. 


() Merciful God, grant that I may per- 
form my duty this day faithfully and 
chearfully ; and that I may never mur- 
mur, be uneaſy, or impatient under any 
of the troubles of this life ; but ever find 
reſt and comfort in Thy gracious promiſe, 
that if I live well, 1 ſhall, after death, be 
for ever happy with Thee in heaven, 
through the merits and mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, my bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 


Our 
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Our Father, which art in heaven; Hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in hea- 
ven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us. And 
lead us not into temptation ; But deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 


and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Anen. 


FAMILY PRAYERS for Negroes te 
uſe in the Morning. 


Let all kneel down, and one ſay the fol- 
lowing prayers. 


(L,-ORY be to Thee, O God, who 
haſt brought us ſafe to the beginning 
of another day. 


O God, the Father of heaven, have 
mercy upon us, keep, and defend us. 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
have mercy upon us, ſave, and deliver us. 

O God the Holy Ghoſt, have mercy 
upon us, help and comfort us. 


A Emighty and everlaſting God, who 
haſt ſafely brought us to the begin- 


ning of this day, defend us in the ſame 
G 3 with 
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with thy mighty power; and grant that 


we may, during the whole day, ſay no 
bad word, and that we may do no bad 
thipg; but that in all our words and ac- 
tions, we may glorify Thee, O God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


Merciful God, grant that we. may 
perform our duty this day faithfully 
and* chearfully, and that we may never 


murmur, be uneaſy, or impatient, under 


any troubles of this life; but ever find 
zeſt and comfort in Thy gracious pro- 
miſe, that if we live well, we ſhall, after 
death, be for ever happy with Thee in 
heaven, through the merits and media- 


tion of Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Saviour 


and Redeemer. Amen. 
Ae God, unto whom all hearts 


be open, all 4 es known, and from 
whom no ſecrets are hid; cleanſe the 


thoughts of our hearts by the inſpiration 


of thy Holy Spirit; that we may perfectly "5 


love Thee, and worthily magnify Thy? 


holy name, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


Lmighty and everliving God, who 
haſt. made all the people that are 
upon the face of the earth, and haſt a love 

to 
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to every ſoul whom thou haſt made; we 
beſeech Thee to have mercy upon all 


Jews, Turks, Indians, and Negroes; take 


from them all ignorance and hardneſs of 


heart, and make of them one Chriſtian. 


family, under one maſter, Jeſus Chriit 
our Lord. Amen. 


— 


Our Father, which art in heaven; Hal- 


lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in hea- 
ven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us. And 
lead us not into temptation But deliver 


us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 


and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the love of God, and the fellowſhip 
of the Holy Ghoſt, be with us an ever- 
more. Amen. 


* 


An EVENING PRAYER ws 2 Negro 
in private. 


ERCIFUL and gracious God, I 


ing preſerved me this day; and that none 
G 4 1 bo 
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give Thee. humble thanks, for hav- 


— l K K — — — 7 - o_ 
— CN I — *. — — IH 2 oO * 

— <4 * — 2 > ” 3 Ia 

Pons — — — — 0 — * 4 — 3 — 


ze 
— 


— — 


* et ah 
ata et 
—— e- — 


— 
—— 
LEES” 2 


3 
8 2 — 
— —— * * he 
EO nid ot one: 3 


4 

1 
i 
# 
ia 


= PEAYERS ar. 


of thy judgments, for my ſins, have fallen 
upon me. 


() Almighty God, from whom no dark 

neſs can hide me, and whoſe eye 1s 
continually upon me, deliver me from all 
temptations to fin againſt Thee this night, 
and preſerve me from all the powers of 
evil ſpirits; and this I humbly beg, for 
the ſake of my ever bleſſed Saviour Jeſys 
Chriſt. Amen. 


O God, of infinite mercy, pardon my 
fins of the day paſt, in thought, 
word, and deed; which I have commit- 
ted through the fraud and malice of the 
devil, or through my own carnal will or 
frailneſs; and grant that they may never 


riſe up in judgment againſt me. And by 


thy grace, O God, bring me through, all 
the trials and temptations of this world, 
to a bleſſed end: That I may die in peace, 
and reſt in hope, and riſe in glory, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Our Father, which art in heaven; Hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earch, as it is in hea- 
ven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us. I 
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lead us not into temptation ; But deliver 
us from evil : For thine is the kingdom, 


and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the love of God, and the fellowſhip 
of the Holy Ghoſt, be with us all ever- 

more. Amen. | 


FAMILY PRAYER for Negroes tg 
uſe in the Evening. 


All devoutly kneeling, let one ſay, 
Oo Lord, and heavenly Father, we ac- 


\— knowledge thy great goodneſs to us, 
in ſparing us when we deſerve puniſh- 
ment, and ſetting before us the happineſs 
| of a better life: Give us grace, that we 
may lead and end our lives in thy faith 


and feay, and to thy glory, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A Emighty and everliving God, we be- 

ſeech Thee to bleſs and proſper all 
thoſe whom thy providence hath ſet over 
us; and give us grace to obgy and ferve 
them for confcience-fake, in all their lawfu} 
commands: This we beg for Jeſus Chriſt 
bis Ke 1 | 
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Almighty God, from whom no dark- 
neſs can hide us, and whoſe eye is 
continually upon us, deliver us from all 
temptations to ſin and wickedneſs this 
night, and preſerve us from all the powers 
of the enemy of ſouls, for the ſake of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


God, the Creator and Preſerver of all 
mankind, we humbly beſeech Thee, 


to make thy holy Goſpel known to all 
Negroes, Jews, Turks, and Indians, 


Take from them all ignorance and hard- 
nels of heart, and make of them one 
Chriſtian family, under one Maſter, Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


N, O Lard; that in all our 

ſufferings here upon earth, we may 
ſtedfaſtly look up to heaven, and by faith 
behold the glory that ſhall be revealed, 
And grant, O God, that we may ſo per- 
fectly, and without all doubt, believe in 
thy Sen Jeſus Chriſt, that our faith in thy 
ſight raay never be reproved, for the ſake 
of the ſame Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Lord. 
Amen. 


Almighty 


FC 
Lmighty God, incline our hearts to 
every thing that is good, that we 
may be modeſt and humble, honeſt and 
juſt, temperate and diligent. And we 
humbly recommend to thy fatherly good- 
neſs our ſick relations and friends, and all 
other ſick and afflicted perſons, whether 
friends or enemies; may it pleaſe thy di- 
vine Majeſty, to comfort and relieve them, 
to give them patience under all their ſuf- 
ferings, and a happy deliverance out of 
all their afflictions: And this we beg for 
Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. Amen. 


Our Father, which art in heaven; Hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in hea- 
ven, Give us this day our daily bread. -- 
And forgive us our crefpaſſes, as we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us. And 
lead us not into temptatation; But deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever 
aud ever. Amen 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt;, 
and the love of God, and the fellowſhip - 
of the Holy Ghoſt, be with us 3 All ever- 
more. Amen. 
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Some of the following PRAYERS may 
be uſed on Sundays, and other leiſure 


Days. 
PRAYER jor Sunday Morning. 


Lord, as I am on this thy day going 
to Church, let thy Holy Spirit go 


with me, and make me devout and ſerious. 


Raiſe my mind to think upon the four laſt 
things, death, judgment, heaven, and hell. 
Make me to Join fervently in the prayers 
of the Church, and to hearken to my duty 
with an honeſt heart, and ſerious atten- 
tion. Give me grace to think and take 
care of my poor ſoul, that it may be ſaved 
through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, wy 
ever bleſſed Lord. Amen. 


PRAYER for Sunday Evening. 


OST gracious God, let me never 
forget the many good things which 
1 have heard this day, but let them abide 
in my heart, ſo as to make my life better: 
that when I die, I may be able to give a 
good account of them to Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord and heavenly Maſter, when he ſhall 
ome to Judge the world at the laſt day. 


Amen. 


MOST 


E we © 


MOST gracious God, who by thy 
A wiſe Providence haſt appointed to 
mankind their ſcveral ſtations, I beſeech 
Thee, to bleſs me with health of body and 
comfort of mind, that I may perform my 
daily taſk with cheerfulneſs and reſigna- 
tion, doing my duty as unto Thee, and 
not merely as unto men; truſting to th 

gracious promiſe, for a reward of my ho- 
neſty and faithfulneſs, which thou wilt 


give me, for the ſake of my bleſſed Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. | 


() Lord, grant me patience under any 
affliction thou ſhalt ſee fit to lay upon 


me, and a mind always contented with 
my preſent condition. Give me grace to 
be honeſt, ſober and induſtrious, quiet 
and peaceable; to be compaſſionate to mz 
poor afflicted relations, friends and neigh- 
bours, that ſo behaving well all my days, 
I may when I. die, be happy for ever, 
through the merits of Jefus Chriſt, Amer. 


A Umighty God, give us grace that we 
> may caſt away the works of darkneſs, 
and put upon us the whole armour of 
light, now in the time of this mortal lite, 
(in which thy Son Jeſus Chriſt came 5 
| V1ilt 
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viſit us in great humility), that in the laſt 
day, when he ſhall come again in his glo- 
rious Majeſty to judge both the quick and 
dead, we may riſe to the life immortal, 
through him who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Ghoſt, now and ever. 
Amen. 


God, whoſe bleſſed Son was mani- 

felted, that he might deſtroy the 
works of the devil, and make us the ſons. 
of God, and heirs of eternal life; Grant 
us, we beſeech thee, that having this hope, 
we may purify ourſelves even as he is 
pure; that when he ſhall: appear again 
with power and great glory, we may be 
made like unto him in his eternal and glo- 
rious kingdom, where with thee, O a. 
ther, and thee, O Holy Ghoſt, he liveth 
and reigneth, ever one God, world with- 
out end. Amen. | 


A Enighty and ceerliftig God, has. 
of thy tender love towards mankind, . 
haſt ſent hy Son, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, : 
to take upon him our fleſh, and to ſuffer. 
death upon the croſs, chat all mankind. 
ſhould follow the example of his. great 
humility ; Mercifully grant, that we may 
both follow the example of his patience, 


and 


FLAY ER $a. 


Lord. Amen. 


Lord, from whom all good things do 


come; Grant to us thy humble ſer- 
vants, that by thy holy inſpiration we may 


think thoſe things that be good, and by thy 
merciful guiding may perform the ſame,. 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


LET thy merciful dirs, O Lord, be 


open to the prayers of thy bumble 


ſervants; and that they may obtain their 


petitions, make them to aſk ſuch thin 


as ſhall pleaſe thee, through Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord. Amen. 


\ Lmighty and everlaſting God, give 

unto us the increaſe of faith, hope, 

and charity; and that we may obtain that 

which thou doſt promiſe, make us to love 

that which thou doſt command, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


] ORD, we beſeech thee, grant thy 

people grace to withſtand the temp- 
tations of the world, the fleſh, and the 
devil; and with pure hearts and minds to 
follow thee the only God, through Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
| O GOD 
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and alſo be made partakers of his reſur- 
rection, through the ſame Jeſus Chriſt our 
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God, foraſmuch as without thee we 
are not able to pleaſe thee; Merci- 
fully grant, that thy Holy Spirit may in all 
things direct and rule our hearts, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


RANT, we beſeech thee, merciful 

Lord, to thy faithful people pardon 
and peace; that they may be cleanſed 
from all their ſins, and ſerve thee with a 
quiet mind, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


LORD, we beſeech thee, abſolve 

thy people from their offences ; ; that 
through thy bounriful goodneſs we may 
all be delivered from the bands of thoſe 
ſins, which by our frailty we have com- 
mitted. Grant this, O heavenly Father, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, our bleſſed Lord 


and Saviour, Amen. 


Lern our darkneſs, we beſeech thee, 

O Lord; and by thy great mercy de- 
fend us from all perils and dangers of this 
night, for the love of thy only Son our 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


WE 
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WE humbly beleech thee, O Father, 


mercifully to look upon our infir- 
mities ; and for the glory of thy Name, 
turn from us all thoſe evils that we moſt 
righteouſly have deſerved : and grant that 
in all our troubles we may put our whole 
truſt and confidence in thy mercy, and 
evermore ſerve thee in holineſs and pure- 
neſs of living, to thy honour and glory, 
through our only Mediator and Advocate, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


H | Y M N 8. 
= the MoRNING. 


WAKE, my ſoul, and with the ſas 
Thy daily ſtage of duty run: 
Shake off dull floth, and early rife 


To pay thy morning facrifice. 


Redeem thy miſ-ſpent time that's paſt ; 

Live this day, as if 'twere thy laſt : 

I improve thy talents take due care; 
*Gainſt the great day thyſelf prepare. 5 
Let 
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Let all thy converſe be ſincere; 
Thy conſcience as the noon- day clear; 

Think how th” all- ſecing God thy ways 
And all thy ſecret thoughts ſurveys. 


h 


- 


Wake, and lift up thyſelf, my heart, 
And with the angels bear thy part ; 
Who all night long unwearied ling, 
Glory to the eternal King. 


Glory to thee, who ſafe haſt kept ; 

And haſt refreſh'd me whilſt I flept : 
Grant, Lord, when I from death ſhall wake, 
I may of endleſs life partake. 


Lord, I my vows to Thee renew; 


Scatter my ſins as morning dew : 


Guard my firſt ſpring of thought and will, 


And with Thyſelf my ſpirit fil fill. 


Direct, controll, ſuggeſt this day, 

All I deſign, or do, or ſay; 

That all my pow'rs, with all their might, 
In thy ſole glory may unite, 


Praiſe God, from whom all bleſſings flow 
Praiſe in. all creatures here below: 
Praiſe Him above, ye angelic h#ſt : 
Praiſe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 


Far 
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For the EVENING. 


Lory to Thee, my God, this night, 
For all the bleſſings of the light. 


Keep me, O keep me, King of Kings, 
Under thy own Almighty wings. 


Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son, 

The ills that I this day have done; 

That with the world, myſelf, and Thee, 
I, ere I ſleep, at peace may be. 


Teach me to live, that I may dread 
The grave as little as my bed; 
Teach me to die, that fo I ma 


Triumphing riſe at the laſt day. 


O may my ſoul on Thee repoſe ; 

And with ſweet ſleep mine eyelids cloſes” 

Sleep that may me more vig'rous make, 
_ To ſerve my God when I awake. 


When in the night I ſleepleſs lie, 

My ſoul with heavenly thoughts ſupply⸗ : 
Let no ill dreams diſturb my reſt, 

No pow'rs of darkneſs me moleſt. 


Praiſe God, from whom all bleſſings ow 
Praiſe Him, all creatures here below : 
Praiſe Him above, ye heavenly hoſt ++ 
Praiſe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 1 
; N r 


* 


4 
4 
E 
5 
10 
74 
by 
| 


— 
> 
— 


— — 
— 


ag 4 — 2 . — 
—— Ne ne oma 
“ > 


"W258 
A 


—_— 
. 


1 
i 
1 
4 
} 
4 


— YT. 
— ar cnet ID 


_ — = 
a 2 X — : - we —— 
N 7 —— — — — 83 = - 
— — —— — 2 1 — — ” 
RE) % © >. fra +34 n 
3 * => 


* —— Oe URIs 
EEE, FOE; WEI x 

> 2 r — 
. — 4 * 


r 
* . "Pe 
r — 


140 II 


For the LORD's DA x. 


TH IS is the day, the Lord's own day, 
A. day of holy reſt : 

O teach our ſouls to reſt from fin, 
That reſt will pleaſe Thee beſt, 


'This 1s the day, thy day, O Lord, 
On which thou didit ariſe ; 

For finners having made thyſelf 
A ſinleſs ſacrifice. 


2 hou, Thou alone, redeemed haſt 
Our fouls from deadly thrall ; 

With no leſs price than thine own blood, 
The purchaſe of us all. 


Had'ſt thou not dy'd we had not liv' q. 


But dy'd eternally; 
We'll live to Him that dy'd for us, 
And praiſe his name on high. 


Thou, Lord, didſt die, and riſe again, 
And didſt aſcend on high, 

That we poor ſinners, loſt and dead, 
Might live eternally, 


Thy blood was ſhed inſtead of ours; 
Thy foul our guilt did bear; 
Thou 1b our ſins, gav'ſt us thyſelf; 
Thy love's * compare. 
| Welcome 


F 1 
Welcome and dear unto my ſoul 
Is thy moſt holy day: 
May I th' eternal ſabbath keep 
With God my ſtrength and ſtay } 
I come, I wait, I hear, I pray; 
Thy footſteps, Lord, I trace: 
I joy to think this is the way 
To ſee my Saviour's face. 
Theſe are my preparation-days 
And when my ioul is dreſt, 
Theſe Sabbaths ſhall deliver me 
To mine eternal reſt. 


P S A L WY 


T ET me with light and truth be bleſt, 


Be theſe my guides to lead the way, 
Till on thy holy hill I reſt, 


And in thy ſacred temple pray. 


Then will I there freſh altafs raiſe 
To God, who is my only joy ; 

And well-tun'd harps with ſongs of praiſe 
Shall all my grateful hours employ. 


Why then caſt down, my ſoul, and why 
So much oppreſs'd with anxious care? 
On God, thy God, for aid rely, 
Who will thy ruin'd tate repair. 
* HAVE 
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HAVE mercy, Lord, on me, 


As thou wert ever kind; 
Let me oppreſs'd with loads of guilt, 
Thy wonted mercy find. 


Waſh off my foul offence, 
And cleanſe me from my ſin; 
For I confeſs my crimes and ſee, 
How great my guilt has been. 


Againſt thee, Lord, alone, 
And only in thy fighe 

Have I trangreſs'd, and tho condemn'd, 
Muſt own thy judgments right, 


In guilt each part was form'd 
Of all this ſinful frame ; 

In guilt I was conceiv'd, and born 
The heir of fin and ſhame. 


Yet thou, whoſe ſearching eye 
Does inward truth require ; 

In ſecret did'ſt with wiſdom's laws 
My tender ſoul inſpire, 


With hyſſop purge me, Lord, 
And ſo I clean ſhall be: 


2 


4 I ſhall with ſnow in whiteneſs vie, 


When purify'd by thee. 


Make me to hear with; Joy 
Thy kind forgiving voice : 
That ſo the bones which thou haſt broke 
May with freſh ſtrength rejoice, 
| Blot 
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Blot out my crying ſins, 
Nor me in anger view, 


Create in me a heart that's clean, 
An upright mind renew, 


Withdraw not thou thy help, 
Nor caſt me from thy ſight, 

Nor let thy Holy Spirit cake 
Its everlaſting flight. 


The joy thy * gives 
et me again obtain: 


And thy free Spirit's firm ſupport 
My fainting ſoul ſuſtain. 


143 


O bleſs thy choſen race, 
In Mercy, Lord, incline, | 
And cauſe the brightneſs of thy face 
On all thy Saints to ſhine: 
That fo thy wond'rous ways 
May through the world be known; 
Whilſt diſtant lands their tribute pay, 
And thy ſalvation own. 
Let diff'ring nations join 
To celebrate thy fame: 
Let all the world, O Lord, combine 
To praiſe thy glorious name. 
O let them ſnout and ſing, 
With joy and pious mirth, 


For thou the righteous Judge and King, 
Shalt govern all the earth, 


$2 Let 
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Let diff” ring nations join 
To celebrate thy fame, 
Let all the world, O Lord, combine 
To praiſe thy glorious name. 


Then ſhall the teeming ground 

A large increale diſcloſe; _ | 
And we with plenty ſhall be crown'd; 
Which God, our God, beſtows. 


Then God upon our land 
Shall conſtant bleſſings ſhow'r; 
And all the world in awe ſhall ſtand 
Of his reſiſtleſs pow'r. | 


1W1ITH one conſent let all the earth 

| To God their cheerful voices raiſe; 

Glad homage pay with awful mirth, 
And ſing before him ſongs of praiſe ; 


Convinc'd that he is God alone, 


From whom both we and all proceed 
We whom he chuſes for his own, + 
The flock that he vouchſafes to feed, 


O enter then his temple gate, 
Thence to his courts devoutly preſs, 

And ſtill your grateful hymns repeat, 
And till his name with praiſes bleſs ; 


For he's the Lord ſupremely good, 
His mercy is for ever ſure; 
His truth which always firmly ſtood, 

To endleſs ages ſhall endure, 
With 


1 
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WITH chearful notes let all the earth 


To heav'n their voices raiſe, 
Let all inſpir'd with godly mirth, 
Sing ſolemn hymns of praiſe. 


God's tender mercy knows no bound, 
His truth ſhall ne'er decay : 
Then let the willing nations round, 
Their grateful tribute pay. 


THE Lord himſelf, the mighty Lord, 
Vouchſafes to be my guide: 
The Shepherd by whoſe conſtant care 
My wants are all ſupplied, 


In tender graſs he makes me feed, 

And gently there repole ; 

Then leads me to cool ſhades, and where 
Refreſhing water flows. 


He does my wand'ring foul reclaim, 
And to his endleſs praiſe, 

Inſtructs with humble zeal to walk 
In his molt righteous ways, 


I paſs the gloomy vale of death, 
From fear and danger free ; 
For there his aiding rod and ſtaff 
Defend and comfort me. 
Since God doth thus his wond'rous love 
Through all my life extend ; 
That life to him I will devote, 
And in his temple ſpend. 
= © LS 
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BIVINE SONGS. 


My good Friend, you are earneſtly deſired 
to get the following Divine Songs by 
heart, and to ſing them at home, and 

in the field, when at your work, and at 
other times. The Songs you now ſing 
do you no good; but theſe will make 


your daily taſk appear eaſy, and your 
life comfortable. 


* 


Praiſe to Go p for our Redemption. 


LEST be the wiſdom and the pow'r, 
The juſtice and the grace, 
That join'd in counſel to reſtore, 
And ſave our ruin'd race. 


Our father ate forbidden fruit, 
And from his glory fell ; 

And we his children thus were brought 
To death, and near to hell. 


Bleſt be the Lord that ſent his Son J 
To take our fleſh and blood; A 
He for our lives gave up his own, ö 
To make our peace with God. 


He honour'd all his Father's laws, 
Which we have diſobey'd ; 
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He bore our ſins upon the crols, 
And our full ranſom paid. 


Behold him riſing from the grave; 
Behold him rajs'd on high : | 

He pleads his merit, there to ſave 

Tranſgreſſors doo d to die, 


There on a glorious throne he reigns, 
And by his pow'r divine 

Redeems us from the laviſh chains 
Of Satan and of ſin, 


| Thence ſhall the Lord to judgment come, 
And with a ſov'reign voice 

Shall call, and break up every tomb, 
While waking ſaints rejoice, 


O may I then with joy appear 
Before the Judge's face, 
And with the bleſt aſſembly there 


Sing his redeeming g grace. 


The Excellency of the BIB LE. 


GReat God, with wonder and with praiſe 
On all thy works I look; 


Bur ſtill thy wiſdom, pow'r, and grace, 
Shine brighteſt in the booxæ. 


The ſtars that in their courſes roll, 
Have much inſtruction giv'n; 
But thy good word informs my ſoul 

How I may climb to heav'n. 
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The fields provide me food, and ſhow 
1 he goodneſs of the Lord; 

But fruits of life and glory grow 
In thy moſt holy word, 


Here ate my choiceſt treaſures hid, 
Here my belt comfort lies ; 


Here my deſires are ſatisfy'd, 


And hence my hopes ariſe. 


Lord, make me underſtand thy law; 
Shew what my faults have — . ; 

And from thy goſpel let me.draw 
Pardon for all my ſin. 


Here would I learn how Chriſt has dy'd 
To fave my ſoul from hell: 

Nor all the books on earth beſide 
Such heav'nly wonders tell. 


Then let me love my Bible more, 
And take a freſh delight 

By day to read thele wonders o'er, 
And meditate by night. 


Praiſe to Gop for Jearning to Read. 


" THE praiſes of my tongue 


I offer to the Lord, 
That I was taught, and learnt ſo young 
To read his holy word. 
That I am brought to know 
The danger I was in, 


By 


DIVINE SONGS. 9 
wy nature and by practice too, | 
A wretched Slave to Sin. 


That I am led to ſee 
I can do nothing well ; 
And whither ſhall a ſinner flee 
To ſave himſelf from hell ? 


Dear Lord, this book of thine 
Informs me where to go, 
For grace to pardon all my fin, 

And make me holy too. 


Here I can read, and learn 
How Chriſt, the Son of God, 
Has undertook our great concern ; 
Our ranfom coſt his blood. 


And now he reigns above, 
He lends his Spirit down 

To ſhew the wonders of his love, 
And make his goſpel Known. 


O may that Spirit teach, 
And make my heart receive 

Thoſe truths which all thy ſervants nas 
And all thy laints believe. 


Then ſhall I praiſe the Lord: 
In a more cheartul ſtrain,, 


That I was taught to read his word, 
And have not learnt.in vain, . 


H 3 The 
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The All-ſeeing Go p. 


A Lmighty God, thy piercing eye 
Strikes thro” the ſhades of night, 

And our moſt ſecret actions lie 

All open to thy ſight. 


There's not a ſin that we commit, 
Nor wicked word we ſay, 
But in thy dreadful book *tis writ, 

Againſt the judgment-day. 


And muſt the crimes that I have done 
Be read and publiſh'd there ? 

Be all expos'd before the ſun, 
While men and angels hear? 


Lord, at thy foot aſham'd I lie; 
Upward I dare not look ; 

Pardon my ſins before I die, 
And blot them from thy book. 


Remember all the dying pains 
That my Redeemer felt, 

And let his blood waſh out my ſtains, 
And anſwer for my guilt. 


O may I now for ever fear 
T' indulge a ſinful thought, 
Since the great God can ſee and hear, 
And writes down ev'ry fault. 
1 


Heaven 
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Heaven and Hell. 


HERE is beyond the ſky. 

A heav'n of joy and love; 

And holy perſons when they die 
Go to that world above. 


There is a dreadful hell, | 
And everlaſting pains ; 

There ſinners muſt with devils dwell 

In darkneſs, fire and chains. 


Can ſuch a wretch as I 

Eſcape this curſed end ? 
And may I hope whene'er I die 
_ I ſhall to heav'n aſcend ? 


Then will I read and pray, 
While I have life and breath; j 
Leſt I ſhould be cut off to-day, 
 Doom'd to eternal death. | 


| Againſt Lying. 
() 'Tis a lovely thing for youth 
To walk betimes in wiſdom's way 
To fear a lie, to ſpeak the truth, 
That we may truſt to all they ſay. 


But liars we can never truſt, [ true ; 
Tho” they ſhould ſpeak the thing that's 
And he that does one fault at firſt, 
And lies to hide it, makes it two. = 

| The 
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The Lord delights in them that ſpeak 
The words of truth; but ev'ry liar 
Muſt have his portion in the lake 

That burns with brimſtone and with fire. 


Then let me always watch my lips, 

Leſt I be ſtruck to death and hell, 

Since God a book of reck' ning keeps 
For ev'ry lie that people tell. 


Againſt STWearmg, and Curſfing, and 


taking Go D's Name 1n vain. 


NGELS, that high in glory dwell, 
Adore thy name, Almighty God | 
And devils tremble down. in hell, 
Beneath the terrors of thy rod. 


And yet how wicked people dare 
Abuſe thy dreadful glorious name! 
And when they're angry how they ſwear, 
And curſe their fellows, and blaſpheme ! 


How will they ſtand before thy face, 
Who treated thee with ſuch diſdain, 
While thou ſhalt doom them to the place 
Of everlaſting fire and pain? 


Then never ſhall one cooling drop 
To quench their burning tongues be giv'n; 
But 1 will praile thee here, and |: ope 
Thus to employ my tongue in heav'n. 
My 
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My heart ſhall be in pain to hear 
Wretches affront the Lord above; 

'Tis that great God whoſe pow'r I fear; 
That heav'nly Father whom J love. 


If my companions grow profane, 

J'Il leave their friendſhip, when I hear 
Such ſinners take thy name in vain, 
And learn to curſe and learn to ſwear. 


be THI E F. 


WII ſhould I deprive my neighbour 
Of his goods againſt his will ? 
Hands were made for honeſt labour, 
Not to plunder or to ſteal. 


"Tis a fooliſh ſelf-decerving 

By ſuch tricks to hope for gain: 
All that's ever got by thieving 
Turns to ſorrow, ſhame, and pain. 


Have not Eve and Adam taught us 

Their ſad profit to compute ? 

To what diſmal ſtate they brought us 
When they ſtole forbidden fruit? 


Oft we ſee a young beginner 
Practiſe little pilf'ring ways, 

Till grown up a harden'd ſinner; 
Then the gallows ends his days. 


Theft will not be always hidden, 
Tho' we fancy none can ſpy: 


When 
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When we take a thing forbidden, 
God beholds it with his eye. 


Guard my heart, O God of heav'n, 
Leſt I covet what's not mine: 
Leſt I ſteal what is not giv'n, 
Guard my heart and hands from fin. 


Song for a Nurſe. 


Pp SH: | my dear, lie ſtill and lumber, 
Holy angels guard thy bed! 
Heav'nly 2 without number 
Gently falling on thy head. 


Sleep, my babe; thy food and raiment, 
Houſe and home thy friends provide; 
All without thy care or payment, 

All thy wants are well ſupply'd. 


How much better thou'rt attended 
Than the Son of God could be; 

When from heav'n he deſcended, 
And became a child like thee ? 


Soft and eaſy is thy cradle: 
Coarſe and hard thy Saviour lay; 
When his birth-place was a ſtable, 

And his ſofteſt bed was hay. 


Bleſſed babe ! what glorious features, 
Spotleſs fair, divinely bright ! 

Muſt he dwell with brutal creatures! 

How could angels bear the ſight ? 

| | Was 
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Was there nothing but a manger 
Curſed ſinners could afford, 

To receive the heavenly ſtranger 1 
Did they thus affront their Lord? 


Soft my child? I did not chide thee, 
Tho' my ſong might ſound too hard: 
„ | * 

"Tis thy Siberia fits beſide 88 


And her arms ſhall be thy guard. 


Yet to read the ſhameful ſtory, 
How the Jews abus'd their King, 
How they ſerv'd the Lord of glory, 
Makes me angry while I ſing. 


See the kinder ſhepherds round him, 
Telling wonders from the ſky |! 

Where they ſought him, there they found 

With his Virgin Mother by. Thim, 


See the lovely babe a-dreſſing; 

Lovely infant, how he ſmiPd! 

When he wept, the mother's bleſſing 
Sooth'd and huſh'd the holy child. 


Lo, he ſlumbers in his manger, 
Where the horned oxen fed ; | 

Peace, my darling, here's no Jatione, 
Here's no ox a-near thy bed, 


. Here you may oſs. the words, Kale 5 Aer, 
neighbour, friend, &c. 


»Twas 
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Twas to ſave thee, child, from dying, 
Save my dear from burning flame, 


Bitter groans and endleſs crying, 
That thy bleſt Redeemer came. 


May'ſt thou live to know and fear Him, 
Truſt and love him all thy days; 

Then g go dwell for ever near Him, 

See his face, and ſing his praiſe ? 


I could give thee thouſand kiſſes, 
Hoping what I moſt deſire : 

Not a mother's fondeſt wiſhes . 
Can to greater joys aſpire. 


GRACE BEFORE Our MEALs, 
O God, who giveſt proper food to all 
thy people, bleſs theſe good things to our 


uſe, and ourſelves to Thy ſervice, through 
Jeſus Chriit our Lord. Amen. 


Grace AFTER MEALS. 


Make us truly thankful, O'Lord, for 
our daily food, and for all Thy other mer- 
cies which we receive: And help us to love 
and ſerve Thee, the Giver of every thing 
that is good, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. 


Amen. ; 
Tux EN 


